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MR. HUNTINGTON, 


CHURCH-5STREET, PADDINGTON, 


— SIR, 


Tus vile reproaches unjuſtly caſt upon you 
and your doctrine, by the R R H-, 
have Jong grieved the minds of many ſimple and 
godly ſouls, and ſerved as a eee LY 
many of Zion's feeble travellers, 

The unchriſtian-like diſpoſition he manifeſted 
againſt you, when he refuſed to preach in the ſame 
place with you at Greenwich; but more eſpecially, 
his offering to preach in oppolitign, whenever you 
ſhould be given out for the new place at Deptford ; 
has farther evidenced his rooted malignity, and 
not a little added to the aſtoniſhment of thoſe who 
wiſh for the peace and proſperity of Zion. 

Hearing he was to preach on Tueſday laſt, in 


3 to you, at Deptford, I, with ſome 
= friends, 


iv TO MR, HUNTING TON. 


friends, attended, for the purpoſe of taking the 
Sermon in ſhort-hand, that © in the mouth of two or 
 « three witneſſes every word age be eſtabliſhed, ” 
or overthrown. 

As the occaſion of Mr. Hs preaching was 
ſo generally known, I preſume (notwithſtanding 
your name is not literally mentioned in it) that you 
will need no apology, either to the Church or-to 
the World, for conſidering it as addreſſed to your- 
ſelf, and, conſequently, giving it a full anſwer, ſo 
far as truth is concerned. For that purpoſe, Sir, 
ve herewith commit it to your peruſal and cuſtody; 
ſincerely wiſhing and praying the Lord may dire& 
your' heart and hand for „—— of his choſen, 
and his own glory. 


| | Reverend sn, ; 


| Yours, for the Truth's fake; 


MANY FRIENDS; 


TO THE 


REVEREND ROWL * HILL, 


MUSTER OF THE GOSPEL AT SURREY CHAPEL. 


| REVEREND six, 


Hamer been *** informed of the 
many public cautions and warnings that you have 
given to various congregations againſt me and my 
doctrine, which have all been drawn from the Fifth 
Chapter of Matthew's Gofpel; I have therefore pre- 
ſumed to ſhew mine opinion of every text in that 
chapter which you have either opened, brought 
forth, or mentioned: and, having publiſned them, 
I ſend the firſt Copy for your peruſal, and the reſt 

to the Church at large, that our brethren may Judge 
betwixt us, Gen. xxxi. 37. 

The Sermon that you delivered againſt me at 
Deptford, I have got in my hand, and have delibe- 
rately conſidered it. I did not treat it with that 
+3 contempt 


— 
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-rontempt with which you treated a 500k of mint, 

te which you took up with a pair of tongs, and or- 
« dered your ſervant to take it down ſtairs, and do 
« what the would with it.” A teſtimony of divine 
truth is not fit fuel for fire. 

No ſmall degree of anger has burnt in your heart 
againſt me, for the ſpace of almoſt ſeven years, 
ever ſince I publiſhed my Tidings from Wallingford; 
which 16 exaſperated you in the company of Mr. 
Carnal at Nooburn, that you ſaid, Tou cared not 

„ what 1 might have ſaid or wrote againft you, but 
ce the great offence was writing againſt your friend.” 
They are the beſt friends, Sir, who love our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift in ſincerity and truth. The gentleman 
whom I oppoſed, either does preach the doctrines of 
the Church of England, (which he ſubſeribed) or 
he does not. If he does, why do you not vindicate 
his doctrine? Bur, if he does not, and my Tidings 
are trae, © why am I become your enemy for telling 

_ «you the truth?“ Gal. iv. 16. Are we not com- 
minded by God himſelf © to ſtop the mouths f 

„ ſubverters?” (75. i. 110. Certainly we are. 

Four warning your Society almoſt three years, 
(will not fay day and night with tears, Acts xx. 31.) 
not to read my books, or even to hear me preach,” 
was needleſs; for I have no defire to take ont 
* ſheep out of your fold, or "On of _ 


al,” 
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 Yourdigging into all the follies of my youth, and 
bringing them forth at your church-meeting before 
an hundred people, concerning my Name, Child, 
&c. &c. which I had publiſhed to the world at 
large, can never be called fulfilling the Royal Law, 
James, ii. 8. Yea, yourſelf had ſome doubts whe- 
ther this would bear the light, becauſe you enforced 
a Roman edict, and enjoined ſecreſy; but, alas! 
« as it was in the beginning, is now—the more you 
e charged them, the more they ſpread it abroad. 
If God fends his miniſters to plead againſt (his own 
children) their reproach, (Job, xix. g.) much might 
have been ſaid againſt Moſes's killing the Egyptian; 
againſt Paul, for perſecution and bloodſhed and 
againſt Peter, for exceſs of wine, revelling, bau- 
«6 queting, and abominable idolatries,” 1 Pet. iv. 3. 
But they left this branch of the work to the ac- 
euſer of the brethren, and preached the Goſpel; 
and it would be no grief of heart to you, Sir, ina 
dying hour, if you were to go and do likewiſe, 

' Furthermore, if you were kept entirely free and 
pure from every vice throughout your childhood 
and youth, all the better: glory in this. I neither 
envy nor covet either your purity or happineſs, any 
more than the © Prodigal Son, in his ring and robe, 
© envied his elder brother, who had never at any 
ct time tranſgreſſed the commandment. Lake, xv, 

Mo 
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ee But you would never preach in Greenwich Ta- 
tee ' bernacle while I was permitted to ſpeak there.“ 
Be it ſo. I took no offence at that; nor will I ſay 
that you are without a precedent in ſo doing: other 
pious. ſouls, as well as you, have ſaid “ Stand by 
& thyſelf; come not near to me, for I am holier 
<« than thou,” Vai. Ixv. 5, And far be it from me 
to make you leſs holy than yau are. When your 
abſence, Sir, and other holy brethren's diſlike, had 
procured my diſmiſſion from Greenwich, I took it 
patiently without gainſaying ; and I thought that, 
when I had opened a place for myſelf in another 
pariſh, the offence would have ceaſed—but no: for 
| although you would never appear in Greenwich 
pulpit while I was admitted there, yet you have 
| never appeared there once ſince, and left me out of 
it. I muſt not go in, yet you carry me in; and, 
though I may not ſpeak for myially you hu ſure al- 
Mays to ſpeak of me. 
« Your charge to the ds to 5 hs fifth 
8 ec chapter of Matthew's Goſpel before they came to 
„ hear me, I have conſidered; and, leſt they ſhould 
not be obedient to you in all things, and to let you 
knoy that I am not afraid to read that chapter, I 
have publiſhed an explanation of thoſe texts that you 
referred them to, and beg of 5 to refute me, if 
you thiak I am wrong, _ It 
At Mr. T—d4's meeting, you . chem 
that, “ if you ſhould ſay che Law is not a Rule 


* of 


n 


in '- © - 
« of Life; you ſhould expect horns to grow out of 
« your head, and your feet to be cloven. Then, 
Sir, what muſt Paul be, who tells us that the be- 
liever is not under the Law, but under Grace; and 
that the righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in chem 
that believe; and that the Grace of God teaches men 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live 
- ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly; in the world? 
You quoted a paſſage out of my Arminian Skele- 
ton in B—— Fields; and ſaid, « Before a man 
« got into the pulpit, and advanced ſuch things, 
„ he ſhould put on a foo!'s cap.” Does aſſerting _ 
that © God is our Father, and the Church our 
« Mother, entitle a man to ſuch an orzvament? 
Can you prove the ſaying to be either falſe or 
fooliſh? If you can, it lies upon you to do it, and 
upon me to defend it. If you can diſprove any 
doftrine that I hold—you know they are publiſhed | 
to the world do it; and if you cannot, or will , 
then leave off calling me © Antinomian, Radörint | 
that Fellow, and Spiritual Bl—kg—d.,” That 
firſt-word is ſadly matched; for the fifth chapter of 
Matthew's Goſpel gives no licence for ſuch hard 
ſpeeches, eſpecially againſt a ſervant of Chriſt, whoſe 
doctrines you cannot ' overthrow, whoſe uſefulneſs 
you cannot deny, and whoſe life you cannot cenſure. 
But I am informed, by one of your own people, 
that * you have long wiſhed that I would take up 
my pen againſt you, that you might proſecute me 
a « for 
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« for a libel.” If every miniſter of the Goſpel, 
who vindicates his life and doctrine againſt ſcandal, 
who preaches againſt errors, and who writes againſt 
falſe doctrines, or falſe evidences, is to be ſued at 
law for libels, we ſhould foon cauſe the Holy One of 
Tfrael to ceaſe from before us, Iſai. xxx. 11. Peter 
might have proſecuted Paul for this, for he with- 
_ food him to the face: and, indeed, the Scriptures 
are full of ſuch libels; and who can eſcape them, 
and be faithful? © Dare any of you, having 4 
matter againſt another, go to law?” 1 Cor. vi. i. 
Indeed, Moſes ſays —*© An eye for an eye, and tooth 
« for tooth: but I have not injured you at all, 
Sure I am, that the fifth chapter of Matthew's Goſpel 
gives no licence for ſuch a practice. It tells me to 
give my cloak_to him that ſues for my coat; but 
you ſhall moſt ſurely have both my cloak and conf, 
without ſuing at law, if you ſend for them. 
But I truſt, Reverend Sir, that your zweaporns art 
abt carnal, (2 Cor. x. 4.) and that the ſword of the 
Spirit is ſufficient for you in all matters of contro- 
verſy. Flying to the temporal ford, in ſuch caſes, 
is making the Law he only Rule of Life with a wit- 
neſs. But I am perfuaded better things of you, 
Sir, though you may have thus ſpoken; for I can- 
Hot believe that a man of ſuch holineſs, who refuſes 
even to occupy a pulpit defiled by me, would ever 


= 4 the nun Phariſces, o who provoked the 
| | | „ Saviour 
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« Saviour to ſpeak many things, that they might 
* catch ſomething out of his mouth, in order to 
« betray him into the hands of the governor.” 
That be far from my brother Rowland, and from 
every other fellow-labourer in the . 8 
patience of Chriſt. 
Me are to do as we would be done By. If 1 have: 


deviated from this rule in my conduct towards you, 
Reverend Sir, convince me of it; © and if you have 


| « fed agreeably to this rule yourſelf,” you will be 


no more offended at my addrefling my -Sermon to 
you for your peruſal, than I was at your levelling 
your Sermon-againſt me, to repreſent me as giving 
licence to in. For my part, I am. willing to come 
up to my brother Rowland's ſtandard 1 
work: if we differ, it ſhall only bejab 
about which ſhall be the greateſt ; 


and, if we muſt 


ftrive for maſtery, I hope that he, and only he, will 


be crowned, who ſtrives lawfully. I have this com- 
fort, however, that if all the.courts of law in Great 
Britain were to be moved againſt me, they would 


never drive a worſe trade with me than Moſes did: 


he rook both body and goods; he ſtripped me, not 
only of my coat, but of every other covering that I 
had; he took my c/oak—of hypocriſy—and my bed 
from under me; and, at laſt, took my /ife alſo, For, 
as Paul ſays; When the commandment came, fin re- 
OY I died; and * he left me poor, and 

| wretched, 
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wretched; and miſerable, and: blind, and naked; 
and, though I gained my point in the end, yet this 


was all that I got by Law. 
I ſhall now beg leave to make a few . on 


the Diſcourſe that you levelled at my doctrine, and 
ſhew you wherein we differ, and ſubmit them to 
your judgment. This, I truſt, can give no offence: 
for the Spirit of the prophets is ſubject to the pro- 
| Phets ; and thoſe that are inſtructed in the Word, 
are to communicate to him that teacheth in all good 


+hings. Your text is—Except your righteouſneſs 


Hall exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 


Tiſees, ye "ſhall in no caſe enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, Matt. v. 20. What you have ſaid upon 


the rext, mays K e into a very ſmall compaſs, and 
wb a very any words. 


Opor- 2 — I dare venture to ſay, that $ of you 


« expect, from this text, that] ſhould give you the follow- 


« ing interpretation of it: That fince the Scribes and 
dc Phariſees made a great buſtle about righteouſneſs, that 
« the righteouſneſs here meant, is the righteouſneſs of 
« Chris. But that is not the meaning of this text. Are 

tc you alarmed at it? No; the text don't relate to Juſtifi- 
« cation, but to SanQtification.” | | 


- Answ. I think my brother Rowland is intirely 
wrong here; and that he does contradict the Saviour 
himſelf, who, in this text, ſhews the need of what he 


| had faid before. The Lord had, in a preceding 
_ 
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| | 1 Y 5 
verſe, bleſſed them that did hunger and thirft after 
' righteouſneſs, and ſaid they ſhould be filled: and then. 
goes on to tell them, that he came to fulfil the Law. 
Which fulfilling obedience of his was to Jl them that 
hunered and thirſted after rigbteonſneſs. And without 
this excellent obedience of his being imputed to them, 
(which exceeds all the obedience of the Scribes and 
Phariſees) they could in no ſenſe be Flled, nor in 
any caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. It is 
righteouſneſs, Sir, that gives us a 7ight and title 0 
the kingdom; and it 1s ſan#ification chat. gives us a 8 
mectneſs for it. Righteouſneſs, and not . i 
is what the text means. 


Qvor. < There is @ meaning in theſe di, and it muſt 
« be a ſolemn one: Except your right#ouſneſs exceed the 
« righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in 16 
« caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. And now I will be 
« bold to ſay, that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt,” here mentioned, 
« is this: that when the Phariſees thought they ſhould be 
« ;uſtified by an external righteouſneſs of their own per- 
„ formance, our Lord gives them to underſtand, that 2 
© man will never enter into the kingdom of heaven, that 
does not talk of being juſtified by it. But he will never 
« go to heaven, he will never be in a kingdom of grace in 
© time, he will never be in glory to eternity; unleſs in his 
tt perſonal ſtate, through the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
« he is made more righteous than a Scribe or a Phariſee, 
6 inwardly, and experimentally, and A 3s That i is 
* the meaning of my text.” | 


0000000 


ANsw. 
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Axsw. I muſt confeſs, reverend and dear Sir, 
chat 1 do not underſtand this. You here call it the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt mentioned. Before, you ſaid, 
that it was not Chriſt's righteouſneſs meant in the 
text, &c. It is Juſtification that brings a man into 
a ſtate of grace, and it is the ſame that gives a man 
a title to heaven: The righteous nation, that keepeth 
the truth, ſhall enter in.—-IWhom God juſtifies, them be | 
glorifies. This act of juſtifying includes ſanctifica- 

tion, both by the blood of Chriſt and by the Spirit 
af God, for it is always accompanied with it. It is. 
 - the Spirit that works faith in the heart to believe; 
it is the Spirit that applies the atonement ; it is the 
4 akes the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
„ and reveals it in us, and bears his 
1 W witneſs to the glorious work: © We 
re juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
« by the Spirit of our God.“ The righteouſneſs 
of Faith, and the teſtimony of the Spirit, always go 
| together: Lad that believes bath the witneſs in 
l e pimſelf.” 
i | | Quor. « Tam ſpeaking of Mr. Hart's Hymns: and, 
\ | Fo ac was he to riſe out of the grave, and his dear elect ſoul ha 
| «© again to be embodied, I am ſure, at this preſent day, WW da 
| « thoſe things that many people of lax and wanton diſpo· be 
« ſitions are likely ta fall into, he would draw forth ſuch, in 
tru 
d 


« a ſword, and brandiſh it in ſuch a manner, 28 would, 
10 give you to underſtand there is no ſword ſo well calcu- 


** * to cut down ſin to the very found, as the glorious 
«© ford 
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« fword of a free grace Goſpel, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
i go that I ſimply aſk you 10 look at the meaning of my text, 
« Except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs 
« of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no enter 
« into . kingdom of heaven.“ 


Axsw. I do not rightly comprehend this, Sir. 
You ſay, at one place, that the text means Sanctiſca- 
tion. 2dly, You ſay your text hath a meaning, and 
it muſt be a ſolemn one. 3dly, To be made righteous 
by the Spirit internally, is the meaning of the text. 
And, 4thly, The Sword of a Free-grace Goſpel is the 
nay, of it—which you go on to confirm, 


vor. I preached from this text not lang ago befal 
& and I was ſaying to one, a worthy, good miniſter, I often 
« wondered why people are ſo unobſerving, not to know} 
© the meaning of that text, © Why,” ſays he, « I confeſs, 
to my ſhame, when reading it ſo a little while age; [ 
« was ſo grieved to think I ſhould fancy that word could 
« mean any thing but Regeneration: * Except your rigbte- 
© ouſneſs exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Seribes, &e, &c. 


Axsw. This, Sir, is all the explanation that you 
have given of the text; and it hath left me full as 
dark as the good miniſter himſelf. However, I will 
be bold to ſay, that the Law is by no means, nor 
in any ſenſe, eſtabliſhed by this Diſcourſe; not one 
truth made plain, nor one doctrine that I hold either 
— or touched. And you may call me Anti- 
nomian, 


* 
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nomian, Devil, an Encourager of Sin, a Fellow, 
a B-kg—d, or what you pleaſe; your tongue is 
your own, and you may depend upon it that I ſhall 
never fue you for damages—but I declare before 
God, that I would not be found ſtanding up in God's 

name, and thus darkening counſel by e Without 
Knowledge, for a million worlds. 


Qpor. © Why does it not ſtrike you as being horrid, 
© that a man ſhould make out a licence to commit kn 1 


Answ. Yes, Sir; this ene to ride 28 
good man with horror. And was I to ſtand up in a 
chogregation, as you did, and throw out ſuch re- 
chful hints as theſe againſt a ſervant of God, 
who I knew in my conſcience exceeded me in expe- 
tence, power, knowledge, uſefulneſs, and conver- 
fation, I ſhould have thought that I had © made 
ct gut a licence to commit fin,” with a witneſs. For | 

in the fifth chapter of Matthew's Gofpel, this is 
Called © breaking the commandments, and teaching 
ce men ſo.” It is © hating a brother without a cauſe, 
« which is murder.” And Chriſt fays, the man that 
thus reprobates the juft is in danger of bell-fire. And 
I will leave you to judge who the man is that does 
theſe things. I have been in the miniſtry almoſt 
- nineteen years, and you can prove no charge of evil 
againſt my life or doctrine; nor could you over-. 
throw, by the Scriptures of truth, one dectrine that 
1 hold, 


5 
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I hold, if you was to preach or write a thouſand years. 
Nor was I ever once ſo left of God in the whole 
courſe of my miniſtry, as to deliver ſo inconſiſtent a 
Diſcourſe as this. If you will lay afide your preju- 
dice, and controvert the point, I will undertake to 
prove to your face, that there is not one page con- 
fiſtent with the oracles of God 1 in it. 


QuoT: Don't you think that man \ preaches like a devil- 
« ſent miniſter, that teaches men that they may break 
«© God's commandments, that breaks God's command- 
* ments himſelf, and teaches men the ſame ?” 


Answ. Theſe are the charges, but I defy him to 
bring one proof. This is the good man that keepeth 


the Law, that threatens men with proſecution for a 
libel! Who ſhall vindicate their character and doc- 


trine, and prove a falſe accuſer to be what he really 


is? This is an heavier charge than was brought 


againſt Paul; whoſe accuſers ſaid, © We have found 
de this man a peſtilent fellow, and a mover of ſedition 


« among all the Jews throughout the world, and a 


* pingleader of the ſis of the Nazarenes ; who alſo 
- * hath gone about to prophane the Temple: whom 
e we would have judged [or proſecuted for a libel] 


according te aur law; but Captain Lyſias 


“ him out of our hands,” Ads, xxiv. 3 6.— 
An Fou 12 
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Quor: « We have no ground for repentance, but under 
c a ſenſe of our fins, and a feeling that our fins a are deteſt- 
* able, damnable, r abominable.— Then a man will 


66 repent, 9 


Answ. Repentance is not of the will of man, 
Sir; nor of the will of the fleſh, but of God. Judas 
felt his ſins deteſtable and damnable, and he repented 
 bimſelf, and hanged himſelf. Repentance is the grant 
of the Father, and the gif? of the Son; and is pro- 
| duced, under the operations of pardoning love, by 
the Spirit; and it is reflecting with'1nward contrition 
on the long forbearance of God, that leads to it. 
Pardon muſt be ſealed, love felt, God muſt appear 
pacified, (Ezet. xxxvi. 31.) and the ſinner raiſed to 
hope, before any evangelical repentance, ſuch as 
needs not to be repented of, can take place. When 
God appeared to Fob, in order to turn his captivity, 
« he abhorred himſelf, and repented.” When God 
turned Ephraim, and called him his dear ſon,” 
| Ephraim repented: and when the prodigal got the 
kiſs, the ring, and the robe, then he repented. 
Man is not 55 to repentance by a ſenſe of ſin, 
2 but draws to it by a ſenſe of pardon. When man's 
© miſery and God's mercy meer together on the ſodl; 
when the ſelf-deſpairing child and: the N parent 
meet, there i * repentance indeed. e 


Qvor. £6 If God has cleanſed our — by bis Holy 
4 Spirit, we ſhall feel an abhorrence of thofe ſins that are 
E near to us; nay, the nearer OP are to us, the more we 


„ abhor them.“ 
Axsw. 
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Aus w. What proof do you give, Sir, of this doc- 
trine being practiſed by you? © Is going to Green- 


ce qhich, eee, Briſtol, &c. &c. telling the people 


« that, if ever they admitted me into their F 
« you would never appear there any more,” doing 
the work of a peace-maker? or is this abhorring 


evil? Doth not envy, hatred, and malice, againſt 


me, Jie near to you, and that without cauſe ? And 
can caſting the vileſt names - ſuch as you have caſt 
upon me be any proof of an inward abhorrence of 
evil? or can ſuch a diſcourſe as this be called the 
produce of Divine Inſpiration ? ? : 


vor- & Our Lord talks—lt does not fenify, he 


e preached the Goſpel. I do believe he preached a great 
« deal about holineſs “ Think not that Lam come to de- 
« ſtroy the Law or the Prophets.” Nobody will come to do 
that but the Devil. E 1 


Axsw. 1 cannot think that the Devil would with | 


to deſtroy the Law which God has given to men, 
11 he had it in his power; for, had there been no 
Law in Paradiſe, Satan could not have tempted our 


parents to a tranſgreſſion of it; for where there is no 
Law, there can be no tranſgreſſion. He took an 


advantage of the Law, and tempted to a breach of 
It; at which breach Sin and Satan came in, and took 
poſſeſſion of the diſobedient; and they have worked 
in the children of diſobedience ever ſince. It is the 


Lau, Sir, that delivers the finner to the Judge, and 
"+ tte 
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the Judge delivers him to the Officer, to be caſt into 
priſon. The Officer could have no priſoners to 
wreak his rage upon, if there were no Law to curſe 
the ſinner. Satan is not divided againſt himſelf, 
Thoſe. preachers who oppoſed Paul's Goſpel with 
Circumciſion and the Law of Moſes, are expreſsly 
called Satan's own miniſters transformed, 2 Cor. xi. 
14, 15. The Galatians, who turned their backs 
upon Chriſt, and went to the Law to be made per- 
ket by the fleſh, are declared to be bewitched , and 
we know that all witchcraft comes from "OY, All 
the ſinners that ever this trading Juſtice has got into 
his diſmal cave, have died under the Law z and all 
the faves that Satan ever has loſt, have been de- 
livered from the Law, and ſaved from fin and hell, 
by the Grace 'of God revealed in the everlaſting 
| Goſpel. The Saviour did preach up bolineſs. He 
prenounced the bleſſing of Juſtification upon his | 
ele& followers, which abſolved and acquitted them 
from all penal evil: Now ye are clean through 
ce the word that I have ſpoken unto you.” He 
gave them notice that he would cleanſe them from 
all future defilement by his blood and Spirit, which 
he ſignified by waſhing tbeir feet; and he promiſed 
to ſend the © Holy Ghoſt to abide with them for 
cc ever, and bid them abide in him as the branch 
e does in the vine; and that ſuch ſouls ſhould bring 
« forth much fruit; but without him they could do 
e nothing. But the holineſs preached up In this 
| f Sermen 
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Sermon has little or no reſemblance of this, Let 
us now ſee how you preach it up. | 


Qvor. If you cannot ſtand behind your counter un- 
« der the influences of the Holy Spirit, ſtand there no 
« more; if you cannot eat your food with a fingle eye to 
« plorify God, rather ſtarve than feed; if you cannot lie 
% down upon your beds to reft with a deſire that (by your 
« reſt) you may be recruited to ſerve God, reſt no more.“ 


Axsw. If none but fuch perſons as are here de- 


ſcribed were to tand bebind 4 counter, there would 


not be ſhopkeepers enough in all the world to ſerve 
the inhabitants of London, fo as for every one to get 
one article in a week ; and were none bur ſuch per- 

ſons 10 eat, as you deſcribe, the world would be thin 
enough of inhabitants in fix weeks. From all ſelf- 
murder, and from ſudden death, good Lord, de- 


liver us # 


- Quor.. © Though 2 man, in his carnal, unconverted 
. ſtate, will hardly keep himſelf from ors ; yet he can 


« caftly keep himſelf from murder.” 
| Answ, That 2a man can eaſily 155 himſelf from 


2 appears plain by Hazael. Eliſha told him, 


that he ſhould © ſlay the young men of frael, daſh 


their children, and rip up their women wich 
„ child: who anfwered—*® Ts thy ſervant a dog, 


« that he ſhould do this great thing?“ And the 


next me he killed his own ſovereign; and ſqon after 
b 3 a cted 


: — . . A pe eo ũ v, — — 
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$ outward acts of violence.” 
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ated all the reſt of the bloody tragedy, 2 Kings, 
Chap. 8. To make men their own keepers is a poor 


doctrine: they are better kept that God keepeth, 


Qpor. in "FR if they are ever ſo vile, can keep them 
c ſelves from outward actions; and generally do, for fear 


of the conſequences that attend them. The thieviſh 


4e man may keep himſelf from thieviſh actions through fear 
« of puniſhment. Man may reſtrain himſelf Rr many 


| * 


Axsw. This doctrine of /e/f-heeping, Sir, has 2 
tendency to keep men from looking to Him who is 
cc called Jeſus, becauſe he ſhall ſave his people from 


their ſins.” The Scriptures ſay, that * the ſtrong 


75 


* man, armed, keeps poſſeſſion of the palace;” and 
that * the Devil takes the ſinner captive at his will.” 
If fo, where is the ſinner's power to keep himſelf, 


if God leaves him? And ſurely we have few empty 
Faols, maiden-afſizes,' or barren banging- days, to prove 


the truth of this doctrine. Except the Lord keep 
« the city, the watchman waketh but in vain:” and 
if God takes off his reſtraint, the ſinner runs to miſ- 
chief; the fear of Hell Are is not enougli to deter 
him, much leſs the fear of a gallows. ES. 


| Quor. « An man may ſubſcribe to his meeting, and come 


"0 to his meeting; he may pay his tithes, and go to his 


« church; he may go to 2 2 hop, and pay his cw WE - 


_ | 
' wy, 
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Axsw. I do not agree with my friend Rowland 
in theſe aſſertions. Providence muſt have a hand in 
all this. If a man ſubſcribes to a meeting, God 
muſt give him money and inclination. The gold 
and ſilver is the Lord's, and ſo is a heart to do good 
therewith. A man cannot pay tithes unleſs God 
enable him to keep a farm, give him crops, and a 
good market. And, if he pays his debts, God's 
providence muſt favour him; for Moſes ſays, it 7s 
Coed that gives him Perver to gel wealth,. Read To 
Chap. viii. 


ECO « Where I preach ane ſermon upon Juſtifica- 
« tion, I 3 7 I ſhall preach half a dozen upon Sanctifi- 
« cation,” 


_ Answ. Ito were to preach twelve dozen, Sir, 
upon the ſubject, unleſs you are more explicit than 
you are in this, there is not a ſoul living that would 

_ underſtand your meaning. Without a diſtinction 

in the ſounds, we cannot tell what is piped or harped. 

A man may as well preach upon Multiplication as 

Mortification, unleſs he gives us the explication or 

ſignification. | | 

What I have here quoted is pretty AE. all the 
matter that is drawn from the text. The other parts 
will hardly bear tranſcribing. © Smiting the empty 
ſugar- tub, which makes a famous fine ſound—Send- 

* ing the cleanly perſon into the pigs pound—The 

* card-player's dexterity at the ſight of — Row- 

b 4 land 
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cc Jand—And the man in a comfortable frame tumb- 
cc ling over the threſhold, drunk, into the meeting,” 
(which I take to be an oblique throw at the comforts 
of the Goſpel)—are things that will not bear public 
inſpection: and therefore, to let friend Rowland 
know that I bear lighter upon his folly than he does 
on my character, I only touch them. But, if he 
proceeds with his falſe charges and unjuſt ſlander, 
I may in time fend the whole of them forth, and 
my diſſection of them for he that fins openly, is to 
be rebuked before all, that others may fear. AndI 
aſk farther, Whether the above-mentioned ſtories 

can be called found ſpeech, that cannot be condemned; 
or, ſpeaking as the oracles of God, or doing the work 
of an evangelit? By no means. And I think friend 
Rowland himſelf was aware of this; otherwiſe, why 
mould he threaten me with a proſecution for à libel, 
but from a conſciouſneſs that what he has ſaid in 
ſecret would not bear the houſe-rop? 

To conclude, friend Rowland, Should you, at 

any future period, happen to come out of any 
ſtreet or lane, and unexpectedly elap your eyes 


vpon me, as you once did by St. Paul's Church, 


do not leap up and run from me at that diſtrated 
rate you then did. Never fly, Sir, unleſs you are 
purſued. As yet I do not underſtand the Way in 
which you go; and, till I do, you may depend 
upon it that I never ſhall become a follower of you: 
The * of the wiſe is 10 underſtand bis way. 
„ 1 | Th 
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That you may. diſcover leſs pepper, and more 


_ purity ; leſs heat, and more holinefs ; that you may 


perform more good works, and ſay leſs about them; 


that you may part with your zea-table ſtories for 
heavenly. tidings, and your old wives fables for 
Goſpel doctrines; that you may ſound the Goſpel 
trumpet more, and your own trumpet leſs—is the 
deſire and prayer of him who frankly forgives you 


all that is paſt, and Lt to take patiently all 


| that's — 
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CurIsT1an READER, 


Tr OU art here preſented with another 
' Diſcourſe on the old Subject; which I believe will 
ever be the controverſy of Zion, as long as free- 
born ſons and bond-children are together. It began 
between Cain and Abel; it appeared in Noah's 
family; in Sarah and Hagar, Iſhmael and Iſaac; 
between Eſau and Jacob; between the Apoſtles and 
the Jewiſh Scribes; and it will be ended when the 


lamp of the Law (Prov. vi. 23.) affords no oil tothe 


fooliſh virgins, and when the lamp of Salvation will 
burn (Ifa. Ixii. i.) to eternity in the hearts of the wiſe. 
If my Reader be one of Paul's © living epiſtles, 

&« known and read of all men;” on the fleſbly tables 
of whoſe heart the Spirit of the living God has written 
the las of Faitb, (Rom. iii. 27.) Truth, (Mal. ii. 6.) 
Love, (Rom. xiii. 10.) and Liberly, (James, i. 25.) 
he will know by happy experience what Paul means 
by the Law's being aboliſhed, 2 Cor. 111.13. He 
will feel woe enjoy m — effects of it in his own 
experience; 
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experience; by finding revealed wrath, and his earnal 
enmity; legal bondage, and ſervile fear; the dread 
of damnation, and a train of torments; the galling 

| Yoke of precept, and the terrifying ſentence - abo- 
liſhed from his heart, blotted out in the Saviour's atone- 
ment, and 'bani/hed from his ſoul by the wonderful 
operations of the Spirit of Love, cubich caſteth out all 
fear, and which is the Fulflling of the Law. Such 
a ſoul, once ſhut up in unbelief, and now enlarged by 
the Spirit of Liberty, will prize the Saviour's yoke, 
and underſtand the Apoſtle's meaning, and none 
elſe. Such a ſoul is delivered from the deſtroying 
power of the Law of Sin, and from the penal power 
of the Law of Death : Sin ſhall not have dominion 
over you; for you are not. under the Law, but 
c under Grace.“ Nevertheleſs, we being born un- 
der the Law, and ſhut up under it, and being habi- 
tuated to a legal way of working for life, we are 
prone to lean this way, when we loſe fight of our 
intereſt in Chriſt.” This Satan is aware of. Hence 
it is that he has furniſhed the world and peſtered the 
church from age to age with miniſters to revile tue 
Goſpel, and cry up the Law; traducing the former 
as a licentious doctrine, and extolling the works of 
the latter as conſummate; holineſs : whoſe work is to 
beguile the, unſtable, entangle the unwary, deceive 
the ſimple, and call paſſengers: (back to the Law) 
20h go right on their way. For my own part, I never 
knew a child of God yet, who . faſt in his li- 
9 | ber ty, 


* 
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| berty, as never to take a ſecond trip to Horeb. Let 
1 * any one ſimple ſoul, in his firſt love, or in the ſweet- 
eſt liberty, attend a legal orator, a man of much 
Scripture, parts, abilities, and fiery zeal, but one 
month, he ſhall find himſelf zealouſly affected; and 
ſoon after, a falſe confidence ſhall ſpring up, and 
| Rand in the wiſdom of man; a fiery zeal ſhall influ. 
ence. him, to work in his own ſtrength he goes; 
pride and ſelf-ſufficiency follow upon it; the Spirit 
is grieved, and ceaſes to operate as a Comforter; 
narrowneſs of heart enſues, and ſenſible bondage 
follows—although, all this time, the poor ſoul may 
be ignorant, and never once ſuſpect the per/ox that 
communicated. his legal fetters to him. The Law 
genders to bondage, and we are prone to lean that 
way; and the effects of it are a ſtraitened ſpirit, and 
a gloomy countenance, flaming jealouſy, and inward 
anger and hatred at the happineſs of thoſe who abide 
in the fimplicity of Chriſt, humble at his feet, and 
in comfortable union with him. A young Chriſtian, 
Juſt crawled out of the ſbell, will not credit this; for 
ſomerimes ſuch are wiſer than the antient. The foo!- 
#þ Galatians were wiſer in this point than Paul the 
aged. But, before he has been twenty years in the 
ſchool of Chriſt, it is ten to one but he agrees with me. 
Furthermore, that my Reader may not be blind- 
folded, confuſed, and miſled, by every perſon who in 
a pulpit pronounces the word San#ification, I will 
endeavour to drop a few hints upon it. |; 
Pts nh RIS 1 When 
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When God appointed the ſeventh day to be a day 
of reſt for his creatures, and appropriated it to his 
ſervice, it was called ſan7ifying of it: And God ble Na 
the ſeventh day, and ſanctifed it, Gen. ii. 3. 

God's taking of the firſt - born of Iſrael to himſelf, 
both of man and beaſt, when he flew the firſt-born of 
Egypt; and afterwards taking the Levites into his 
- ſervice, inſtead of all the firſt-born of Iſrael; is called 
Jan#tifying them: © For all the firſt-born of the chil. 
ic dren of Iſrael are mine, both man and beaſt —On 
© the day that I ſmote the firſt- born in the land of 
<« Egypt, I ſan#ified them for myſelf; and I have 


ce taken the Levites for all the firſt· born of the chil- | 


< dren of Iſrael.” Numb. viii. 17, 18. 
The day of reſt above-mentioned prefigured the 


Goſpel day, in which the behever refs from impious 


rebellion and war with his Maker, from legal labour 
for life, and from the intolerable burden of fin; as well 
as an eternal reſt from the indwelling of lin in heaven: 


as it is written, © Come unto me all ye that labour, 


e and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft.—- 
« We that believe do enter into ref.” And, with 
reſpect to the heavenly glory, Paul ſays, «© There 
remains a reſt to the people of God. 


The fir-born of beaſt being ſan#ified, was intend-. 


ed to point out the grand Sacrifice of Chriſt, who is 
the firft-born of every creature, that in all things be 
might have the pre-eminence. The firſt-born of Iſrael 
rypiſied God's Elect, called the frf-born, whoſe 
names are written in heaven. Theſe being exchanged 

for 
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for the Levites, was to ſhew that, in the days of 
Chrilt, every believer, Jew or Gentile, ſhould be a 
pPrieſt or a Levite, (Ita. Ixvi. 21.) yea, the whole 
Church a reyal prieſthood, (1 Pet. ii. 9.) made kings 
and pricſts to God, (Rev. i. 6.) to offer up n 
ſacrifices, 1 Pet. ii. 5. 

Again, ſanckihhing, under the Law, conſi ſted in 
abſtaining from wives, waſhing the fleſh, waſhing the 
cleaths, md having a ſacrifice offered for ſins : which 
ſacrifice pointed to the Sacrifice of Chriſt; . and the 
2waſhing pointed out Regeneration, that believers in 
Chriſt's days ſhould be ſaved © by the waſhing of 
40 regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.“ 
Waſhing the cloaths typified the clean linen garments 
of praiſe, of humility, and of imputed righteouſneſs, 
in which the believer ſhould approach a Mercy-ſeat, 
and miniſter to God in private, in his family, and at 
the houſe of God. Abſtaining from wives, was to 

ſhew, that the lawful embraces of a wife would be 
kept in their proper place; and that ſhe ſhould be 
loved with a moderate, and not with an inordinate 
affection, when the ſoul is eſpouſed to Chriſt; and 
this to be given up, wife and all, when the worſhip, 
| ſervice, or cauſe of God, required it: © He that lov- 
e eth wife, or children, better than me, is not worthy 
f me; and he that ſaid, 7 * married a Wife, 
Anu therefore 1 cannot come, was e the 
ſupper. | 
SanSifeation, 8 as it n us, is, in \ the higheſt 


ſenſe, God's act of predeſtinating us to the adoption 
| 0 
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of ſons by Jeſus Chriſt, his chuſing us in him, ap- 
pointing our redemption by him, and our meetneſs 
for glory by the Spirit through him : all which was 
compleat in God's ſecret purpoſe, and as ſure to be 
done as he willed it to be done; on which account 
we are ſaid to be ſan#ified by God the Father, ¶ in 
« his purpoſe] preſerved in Feſus Chriſt, [in whom 
« we were choſen] and called, by God, to the fel- 
lowſhip of Chriſt, as our Covenant Head; as it is 
written, To them that are ſanFified by God the Father, 
preſerved in Chriſt Feſus, and called, Jude, 1. 

Such were the fowls, four-footed beaſts, and. 

creeping things, in Peter s ſheer; which he refuled : 
to kill and eat, calling them things common and un- | ; 
clean; till the voice told him, hat God hath clas. | 
that call thou not common. 

Again, Sanctification is by the death of. Chrif, 
who by his death blotted out the penal ſum. of our 
ſins, magnified the Law, and appeaſed the offended 
Majeſty of Heaven: in whole death God viewed the 
whole myſtical body of Chriſt redeemed and cleanſed 
in their Head; who is one with the Elect; who, by 
his one offering, hath for ever perfeFed them that are 
ſanfified, Heb. x. 14. This was according to the 

predeterminate counſel, purpoſe, and will, of God; by 
the which will we are ſan#ified, through the offering of 
the body of Feſus Chriſt once for all, Heb. x. 10. 

Once more. San#ification is by the Holy Ghoſt; 
who ſubtues the will, renews the mind, enlightens the 
underſtanding, god i abroad the love 5 God in 

aa the 
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the heart : That the offering up of the Gentiles might 
be acceptable, being ſanTified by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 
xv. 16. All this is willed and determined by the ſecret 
counſel of God; as it is written, Aud ibis is the wits, 
of God, even your SANCTIFICATION. 1 TH,. iv. 3. 

Laſtly, That ſuch an highly-favoured ſoul ſhould 
live, walk, and act, becoming an object of God's 
choice, the purchaſe of a Saviour's blood, and as a 
living temple of the Holy Ghoſt, redeemed from 
among men, ſet apart by the Spirit, and ordained for 
heaven, is called walking in Sanctification: That 
every man ſhould know how to Poſſeſs his veſſel in sax c- 
TIFICATION and honour, 1 Theſſ. iv. 4. 

This appears to me to be, in ſhort, a ſcriptural 
account of San#ification, and fo far I underſtand it. 
But, as to the San#ification that moſt men preach up 
in our days, I know no more what they ax mean by its. 
than they do who preach it. 

Laftly, Thou wilt find, Rea _ the TatroduRtiva 
to this Sermon to be nem, not mentioned when it was 
preached; but I was rather obligated to this by ſome 
few texts that have been handled againſt me. The 
Metbad likewiſe differs from the Diſcourſe when de- 
livered, but the Subfance is nearly the ſame, That 
thou mayeſt read without prejudice, and profit by 

reading, is the deſire of, 4 JY 59 


Thine to command, 
In the Loxp Jesvs ChnIsr, 
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THINK-NOT THAT 1 AM COME TO DESTROY THE LAW AND THE 
PROPHETS: I AM NOT COME TO DESTROY, BUT TO FULFIL. 


FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, TILL HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS, 


ONE JOT OR ONE TITTLE SHALL IN NO WISE PASS FROM THE 


LAW, TILL ALL BE FULFILLED. 
WHOSOEVER THEREFORE SHALL BREAK ONE OF THESE LEAST 


COMMANDMENTS, AND SHALL, TEACH MEN SO, HE SHALL BE 


CALLED THE LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: BUT 
WHOSOEVER SHALL DO, AND, TEACH THEM, THE SAME SHALL 
BE CALLED GREAT IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 


FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT EXCEPT YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
SHALL EXCEED THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SCRIBES AND 
PHARISEES, YE SHALL IN NO CASE ENTER INTO THE KING> 
POM OF 03d | | 


E 


HIS text has been no leſs than three times 
handled, or rather mangled, to knock your 
kind Servant about the head, by a certain Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, 
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above gentleman, and other holy men, who refuſed to 
occupy a pulpit defiled by an Ele& Sinner) I went 
and opened a place at Deptford. . The good man, 
previous to this, gave.the people a timely warning; 
telling them to © Go, and read the fifth chapter of 
% Matthew's Goſpel, before they came to hear me. 
& What, had nobody any brains till he came!” &c. 
Soon after my opening the place at Deptford, I went 
to give them a lecture on a Wedneſday evening: 
and ſome of my friends were informed that the ſame 
perſon intended to oppoſe me and my doctrine in 
an adjacent meeting-houſe the ſame night; which 
was accordingly done, and the oppolition to my 
doctrine was drawn from the laſt verſe of my text. 
And ſince that, the ſame text has been handled at 
Hammerſmith; ſo that, upon the whole, Antino- 
mianiſm—as the Goſpel is called —has received a 
deadly blow: therefore, it is needful that we ex- 
amine the text, and ſee what it ſays againfl us and 
our doctrine, and fo let my Antinomianifm appear” 
in public print. 

In the beginning of this et the Sividür 
aſcends a certain mountain, and his diſciples follow 
him; and, when he was ſeated, he opened his mouth 
and taught them. This was done in alluſion to the 
two mountains, Zbal and Gerizim, Six tribes of 

Iſrael were to ſtand on Mount Ebal, to curſe; and 
ſix on Mount Gerizim, to bleſs, Deut. xxvii. 12. 
And when they had fo done, the bleſſing was to be 

* put 
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put on Mount Gerizim, and the curſe upon Mount 
Ebal, Deut. xi. 29. Theſe two mountains were to 
| repreſent Mount Sinai and Mount Zion. For Ebal, 
ſignifying a collection of old age, or a maſs that diſ- 
perſes, fitly repreſents the bond- children, who are 
in the fleſh, collected together, and ſtanding faſt in the 
old Adam, under the yoke of Moſes ; which, at laſt, 
will be all di/per/ed, and carried away as with a 
flood. While Gerizim ſignifies piercers, or cutters, 
and fitly repreſents the Elect in union with the Sa- 
viour, in whoſe ſtrength they ſpeak like the piercings 
of a ſword, and who are the Lord's wood- cutters, his 
battle-axe, and weapons of war, Fer. li. 20. And ſo, 
in the ſpiritual ſignification, here are the firſt Adam 


and his family, and the ſecond Adam and his fa- 


mily; or the children of the fleſh, and the children 
of God ; or, in other words, the bond-woman, and 
the free-woman. Hagar is, in the figure, Mount 
Sinai in Arabia, and anſwers to Jeruſalem which is, 
and is in bondage with her children: but the hea- 
venly Jeruſalem is free, and is the mother of us all. 
Paul fixes the curſe on Mount Sinat—As many as 


are of the works of the Law are under the CURSE. 


And David fixes the bleſſing on Mount Zion 


Upon Mount Zion hath God commanded the BLESSING, 


even life for evermore. In alluſion to Gerizim, the 
Saviour aſcends this mount; and, having got his 
little church with him, which he had juſt founded, 
and which church is to ſtand to the world's end, he 
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opens his mouth, and pronounces the bleſſings of 
the everlafting Goſpel upon them: and, to let us 


know that his Iittle church was Mount Zion, he 


calls it a city ſet on a bill that cannot be hid; which 
city is Zion, the city of the Great King; and which 
hill is God's Holy Hill of Zion. The ity, the hill, 
and the church, are one and the ſame thing; and 
upon that mount Chriſt executes his Father's com- 
mand: he pronounces the bleſſing; and ſo he was 
commanded to do. For upon Mount Zion God com- 
manded the bleſing, and ſet his King upon that holy 


hill, to beftow it. Mount Calvary was to communi- 


cate all the bleſſings. of dying Love to Mount Zion, 


and pregnant Zion was to ſpread her little hills on 


every fide; while the mountains ſhonld bring peace to 
the people, and the little hills by righteouſneſs. © There 
& ſhall be an handful of corn in the earth upon the 
« top of the mountains: the Fruit thereof ſhall 
« ſhake like Lebanon, P/alm lxxli. 16. Here is 
the firſt fulfilment of that prophecy; here is Chriſt, 
the firſt: handful of corn, the fir/t-fruits; and here is 


his little church, © the firſt-fruirs of his creatures. 


And as the cedars of Lebanon, when ſhaken. with — 
the'wind, featter their cones, and ſpread their ſeed— 
by which means thouſands of young plants ſpring 
up, under the bleſſing of Providence, without hu- 
man labour—ſo this handful of corn, and the fruits 
of it, being ſhaken from the Moſaic diſpenſation; 
and ſcattered by PIO have, under the ſtrong, 

ales. 
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gales of the Holy Ghoſt, ſpread the word of eternal 
life throughout the world, while numerous young 
plants of righteouſneſs have ſprung up, the right- 
hand planting of God, that he may be glorified 
But 

The Saviour carefully deſcribes the caſe and in- 
ward ſtate of thoſe gracious ſouls upon whom his 
bleſſings are pronounced no random arrows are 
diſcharged from his bow, nor is any uncertain 
artillery taken from his quiver, nor diſcharged by 
his valiant men of Iſrael; for though they fight, 
they never beat the air. He firſt diſcovers the 

caſe, and then pours in' the oil. 
Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the King- 
dom of Heaven. True ſpiritual poverty ſtands in a 
perſon's being made ſenſible, under the convincing 
and convicting operations of the Holy Spirit of 
Power, that he is deſtitute of all true riches: he 
has no righteouſneſs to appear in before God ; but 
is miſerable and entirely #aked, expoſed to wrath, to 
ſhame, and everlaſting contempt, unleſs Divine 
clemency interfere. | 

© He owes five hundred pence, and "0 nothing 
ce to pay with.“ He owes obedience to the Law; 
but has neither a heart to it, nor ability for it. He 
feels the arrow of ſpiritual famine; he is in want, 
huſks he cannot now fill his belly with, and the 
bread of life is not as yet broken to him; he feels 
ant need of it, and hears of it, which ſharpens his 
| A 4 appetite 
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appetite after it. How many hired ſervants of my 


« father have bread enough and to ſpare, but ] periſh 


ce with hunger!” Nor has he got the hand of Faith to 
feed himſelf with, therefore he cannot receive 
Chriſt, he cannot mix faith with the word, he can- 
not apply a promiſe, and faith not being ſtrong 
enough to attend his- prayers, he can bring no 
comfort home; he faints, becauſe he cannot believe. 

Such a poor ſoul has no certain dwelling- place; 
he can place no confidence in the fleſh, becauſe of 
the plague of his heart; nor find any reſt in his 


bones, becauſe of his fin; nor can he ſee his ſoul 


ſheltered in the cleft of the rock; he is expoſed to 
the tempeſt, . without a covert ; and to the ſtorm, 


without a hiding- place. 


No beggar ever ſo ragged, ſo miſerable, 4 deſ- 


titute, ſo deplorable at the bra/s knocker, as ſuch a 


ſoul at Mercy's door; he is poor and wretched, mi- 


ſerable, blind, and naked, and he knows it; and 


what is {till worſe, he feels himſelf liable to cternal 
impriſonment. This is the poor and needy man who 


waits at Wiſdom's gate, and watches every motion 


at the poſts of her door: he hears © that wisbom 
«< hath killed ber beaſts and mingled ber wine; and 
he pays all poſſible attention to her maidens, to ſee 


if his caſe is touched, his character deſcribed, or 


his name included when they bid the gueſts. 
This is the poor man that .uſeth intreaties; he is 


not too proud to beg, chough he is unable to dig: 
nor 
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nor is he above prayer; many a heavy ſigh, many 
a ſilent groan, many a longing wiſh, many a bitter 
cry, many a humble confeſſion, is poured forth in 
the midſt of all unutterable ſhame and bluſhing. 
Theſe are the poor in ſpirit; and as it is with poor 
beggars, ſo it is with ſuch, they are deſpiſed, 
kicked and cuffed by all; devils, ſinners, and hy- 
pocrites, are always ſure to ſmite ſuch. Neverthe- 
leſs, theſe are the elect that cry day and night, and 
put their mouth in the duſt, when they ſue for a 
hope in God's mercy, and— | 
Bleſſed are fuck. To be bleſſed, in the firſt place, 
is to have one's neck delivered from the legal yoke 
of precept, and one's ſoul redeemed and delivered 
from the terrible ſentence of the Law. The bleſ- 
ſing and the curſe never were put upon one and the 
ſame mountain, nor upon one-and the ſame ſoul, 
at one and the ſame time. The ſinner muſt come 
from Sinai, before he can get the bleſſing at Zion. 
2. It is by faith that he comes from the miniſtration 
of . to the promiſe of life, or paſſes, as Chriſt 
faith, from death to life, ſo as to come no more into 
condemnation ; ſuch a believing ſoul is bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham, who obtained his bleſſing by 
faith, when he ſaw the Saviour's day on Mount 
Moriah... Such an one receives the promiſe of the 
Spirit through faith; the Sp'rit of life, and Word 
of life, come both together; the word comes with 
powers in the Holy Ghoſt and much aſſurance, and 
immediately 
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immediately union with the living Vine and fellow' 


ſhip with the living God take place; and ſuch have 
got the Sing in the beſt ſenſe, and in OM ſenſe, 
which is LIrE for evermore. 

3. The whole cluſter of bleſſings chat attend the 
bleſſing of life now follow and flow in, in all their ſweet- 
neſs; a divine power ſenſibly guards and keeps the 
foul, the light of a propitious Father ſhines in the 
face of Jeſus without a cloud and without a frown, 
which draws us nigh, and encourages to an holy 
freedom and familiarity; while pardoning, hum- 
bling, and comforting grace, heals. the wounds, cloſes 
the breaches, and poliſhes out all the ſcars and 
wrinkles made by the fiery Law, Sin, and Satan; 
while the countenance of God ſhines upon the 
heart, and the way, when reconciliation, friendſhip 
and peace, flow like a river, and drive infidelity, 
devil and miſery, all before them. This, ſays Jeho- 
vah, is my bleſſing. © The Lord bleſs thee and 


keep thee: The Lord make his face ſhine upon 
ee thee, and be gracious unto thee: The Lord lift 


© up his countenance upon thee, and give thee | 
« peace.” Numb. vi. 24, 25, 26. W are 


the poor in ſpirit— 


For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Poverty of 
ſpirit goes before, to empty us of ſelf; to ſap the 
empire of Sin and Satan; to prepare the way, and 
make room. The kingdom follows after, and is 
ſet vp and eſtabliſhed on the ruins of the former. 

Fg The 
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The poor ſoul comes out of the ſtrong hold of 
Satan before he is crowned: with grace: for, as the 
Wiſe Man faith, out of priſon he cometh ta 
« reign; whereas he that is born in his kingdom be- 
« cometh poor,” Eccleſ. iv. 14. Even the crowned 
head muſt become poor in ſpirit, if he be ſaved; or 
poor and wretched to all eternity, if he be loſt. 
Spiritual poverty humbles the finner's proud ſpirit, 
diſſolves his ftubbornnefs, and reduces him to a 
lowly mind and child-like diſpoſition : which is 
needful; for Chriſt declares, that whoſoever ſhall . 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, be 
ſhall not enter therein. 

The Kingdom of Heaven, (iſt) Ggnifies this 
Goſpel, with all it's bleſſings, promiſes, and power. 
Hence it is called the Goſpel of the Kingdom; and 
preaching it is called preaching the kingdom of God. 
Hence a perſon who is bleſſed with a ſavoury, 
unctuous experience of the power of the Goſpel, 
and who is enlightened into the myſteries of it, is 
called a ſcribe inſtructed. unto the kingdom of * 
« Heaven.” 

2. The Kingdom of Heaven ſtgnifies the empire 
of Grace in the ſaints of God; where Satan is de- 
throned and caſt out, and a ſuperior power put forth 
and diſplayed; which, Chriſt ſays, is the kingdom of 
heaven within us; that as ſin has reigned unto deatli 
by Adam's fall, ſo grace ſhould reign unto life 
through the righreouſneſs of Chriſt, by 
Ee Es | This 
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This kingdom within us ſtands not in word, 
which a fool may prate; nor in particular meat and 
drink, which the Phariſee may uſe; nor in meat and 
drink which a Papiſt may refuſe; but in a divine 
power which none but God's elect know. It ſtands, 
iſt, in juſtification; 2dly, in reconciliation and 
friendſhip; 3dly, in regeneration; 4thly, in the 
unutterable happineſs and holy triumphs of the ſoul 
under the Saviour's ſceptre; and, 5thly, in the ha- 
bitual and perpetual indwelling and abiding of the 
Holy Ghoſt. The kingdom of God is righteouſneſs, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

But ſometimes the Kingdom of Heaven means 
ultimate glory, which was prepared for the elect 
from the foundation of the world, and which it is 
God's good pleaſure to give us, and into which the 
Saviour will one day introduce us. Whether, there- 
fore, the Kingdom of Heaven means the Goſpel, the 
myſteries of the kingdom; or whether it means 
Grace, or whether it means Glory; the poor in ſpirit 
are heirs of it; to them it is given to know the myſ- 
teries, and to them God will give grace and glory. 
„ Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the 
6c kingdom of heaven.” 

| Bleſſed are they that as a fight and 
ſenſe of their own fin and ſinful ſtate; ſenſible of 
their rebellion againſt a good and gracious God; 
who look at the Saviour whom they have pierced, 


and mourn with inward regret and contrition, with 
ſell- | 
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ſelf-deſpair, ſelf-abhorrence, and ſelf-loathing; and 
who mourn at the abominations of a ſinful world, 
and at the dreadful inſults that are hourly offered to 
the Majeſty of Heaven. They ſball be comforted ; 
their mourning ſhall be turned into rejoicing; their 
ſackcloth ſhall be put off, and they ſhall be girded 
with gladneſs: Beauty ſhall be given for aſhes, 
ce the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
« praiſe for the ſpirit of e 

The tenderneſs, the affection, the loyalty, af 50 
a pious mourner, ſnall be made manifeſt; and a ſenſe 
of everlaſting love ſhed abroad in the heart by the 
Spirit, ſhall ſatisfy ſuch a ſoul of the approbation of 
Heaven. Enlargement of heart and unutterable 
love, faith in exerciſe and hope in vigour; heavenly 
ſmiles and pregnant promiſes, immortal ſenſations 
and glorious proſpects, inward feelings and: diſtant 
views, the operations of the Spirit and the coming of 
Titus, ſhall all conſpire together to make ſuch a ſoul 
ce drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his 
© miſery no more.—Thine anger is turned away, 
&« and thou comforteſt me.—H1s anger endureth 
& but a moment: in his favour is life; weeping 
« may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
“ morning.—Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they 
« ſhall be comforted.” That bleſſed Spirit that 
convinces them of fin, ſhall be their everlaſting 


Comfo rter. 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed are the meek, Not ſuch as are naturally 
ſo, or thoſe whoſe paſſions are ſoon touched, and 
eaſily moved, and upon which the empty orator 
plays his accurſed game: for fleſhly meekneſs, or 
native compaſſion and pity, has nothing but fleſh 
and blood in view, and is often attended with hatred 
to God; it ſavours not the things of God, but thoſe 
that be of men. The Arminian may have this, 
while the worſt of war againſt God is carried on in 
the heart. This is not what is meant in my text. 
That which is born of the fleſh, is fleſn.—Cor- 
cc ruption cannot inherit incorruption.” Natural 
affections are corrupt, and ſo is all meekneſs that 
flows from them, Nor does this meek neſs conſiſt 
in a few crocodile tears, ſuch as Eſau might pour 
forth, or ſach as thoſe ſhed who howled upon their 
beds, and yet aſſembled by troops in harlots 
houſes, The meekneſs here meant is a fruit of the 
Spirit; and is produced under his operation, when 
he has convinced the ſinner, convicted him, brought 
him in guilty by the word of God, ſtopped his 
mouth, and made him tremble. It is felt when the 
ſinner ceaſes to kick, to murmur, to complain, to 
reſiſt, and to rebel; when the heart is broken, and all 
human efforts are found to be uſeleſs; when' the 
finner's ſtrength is all gone, and © he is ſtill, and 
« knows that the Lord he is God;” when the foub - 
is reſigned, ſubmiſſive, and lies paſſive, viewing tho 

juſtice-of God, and confeſſing the juſtice of the ſen- 
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tence; ſenſible it can urge no plea in it's own behalf, 
nor make any reply againſt the expected execution, 
This is real meekneſs and quietude, Come life, 
come death, come heaven, or come hell, ſuch a foul 
appears as if he ſhould no more reſiſt. The Saviour, 
who was meek and lowly—and of whom we are all 
to learn, exerciſed this grace in the hieb. when he 
faid, “Not my will, but thine, be done.“ This is 
the laſt ſtage at which the awakened ſinner arrives 
before the bleſſing comes. This brings him ſenſibly. 
into the way of life, © The meek will he guide in 
* judgment, the meek will he teach his way.” With 
meekneſs the ingrafted word is received; and a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, in the ſight of God, is of 
great price. But this meekneſs is of the Spirit of 
God, (Gal. v. 23.) The fruit of the Spirit is meekneſs, 
temperance. This grace comes with the Spirit from 
the fulneſs of the Saviour, and is called his, 1 Cor. 
x. 1. I heſeech you by the meekneſs of Chriſt. It is a 
grace exerciſed toward him, under his hand, and in 
his cauſe; and is always attended with ſelf-diſlike, 
with lowlineſs of mind, and with "op :etude of heart. 
Bleſſed are the ages Tg | 

For they ſhall inherit the earth, Not the preſcnt 
earth, as it now ſtands, for this is given into the band 
ef the wicked, (Job, ix. 24.) but rather the new 
heaven, and the 247 garth, wherein dwelleth righte- 
ouſneſs, and no wickedneſs ; or righteous men, and 
'no ſinners. This is the heavenly country that 

| Abraham 
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Abraham ſought, the land which is very far of, 


where the King is to be ſeen in all his beauty. 
Bleſſed are they which do bunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs. The finner that hungers after righte- 
oufneſs, is fenfible that he has none of his own; 
he is condemned on every hand for the want of 
righteouſneſs ; if he reads the Law, it condemns 
him for his tranſgrefſions; if he reads the Goſpel, 
he is condemned becauſe he cannot believe; if he 
looks to Conſcience, it accuſes him of unrighteouſ- 
neſs. He condemns himſelf in every thing he 
does; if he hears the word, he is condemned in 
the congregation of the righttous, and he knows 
and feels, that the unrighteous cannot enter the 
kingdom. The ſentence of condemnation awakens 
a whole troop of terrors againſt him; and ſervile 
fear, with a train of torments, attend him; Moſes, 
Satan, and Conſcience, accuſe him, and he has no 
righteouſneſs to anſwer for him. His nakednels, 
guilt, and ſhame, confound him; and the thoughts 
and terrible apprehenſions of appearing before God, 
Angels, and faints, in ſuch a predicament, in the 
=. great and terrible day, diſtract him. Theſe dread- 
5 ful views, ſenſations, and expectations, make him 
hunger, thirſt, and pant, for righteouſneſs, as the 
chaced hart for the water-brook ; for he knows he 
muſt 0 without it, and he cannot reſt till he 
has it. And bleſſed are ſuch 88 my vin they 
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Be filled. Not with their own righteouſneſs for 
human performances can never ſatisfy the capacious 
deſires of an immortal ſoul, which are kindled by 
the Spirit of judgment, and by the Spirit of burn- 
ing for he cannot ſtand before a divine law, 
without a divine righteouſneſs. Man's iniqui- 
ce ties are infinite, (Job, xxii. 5.) * commit- 
ie ted againſt an infinite Being,” (Pſalm cxlvii. 5.) 
and he that redeems and juſtifies, muſt be an infi- 
nite perſon. The Saviour's obedience to the Law, 
and not the ſinner's own, is that in which he mult be 
found, if ever he appears righteous. The dignity 
of the perſon that 'obeyed ir. the ſinner's room, 
makes his obedience of infinite value. He 
e thought it no robbery to be equal with God, yet 
e took on him the form of a ſervant, and became 
© obedient;” and by the obedience of this Holy 
One ſhall many be made righteous: with this righte- 
ouſneſs God is well pleaſed; this he accepted on 
our account; the Goſpel reveals it as the righte- 
ouſneſs of God; God brings it near, and imputes it; 
Faith puts it on; and the Spirit lets us know it is 
done, and bears his witneſs to the glorious work. 
We are juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
by the Spirit of our God. This righteouſneſs, and 
only this, can Fi] the ſoul, as the text ſays, 
When this change of raiment is put on, Satan 
ſkulks off, filled with the furious rebukes of God, like 
2 betrayed, malicious villain, as he 1s; Moſes, with 

1 | his 


©. 
” 
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his accuſations, vaniſhes, and is loſt in the glorious 
viſion, and we know not what is become of bim; 
and being ſo taken up with the King in his beauty, 
we neither aſk, nor wiſh to know where he died, 
nor where he was buried; Jeſus is all in all, and at 
ſuch times he leaves no room for another. This 
righteoufneſs enables the ſinner to lift up his head 
to God, and to, look Conſcience, out of counte- 
nance; yea, to look to che day of judgment with 
celeſtial triumph, mercy rejoicing againft Judgment. 
The fery Law appears quenched in a Saviour's 
blood, and the everlaſting Gofpel ſhines like a 
million ſuns. © Surely the light of the moon 
« ſhall be as the light of the ſun, and the light of 
te the ſon ſhall be /evenfo/d, as the light of even 
* Jays, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the 
« Breach of his people, and healeth the firoke of their 
& wound.” Tai. xxx. 26. What poor, patched- 
up, pitiful linſey-woolſey garments of righteouſ- 
neſs, do thoſe preachers bring forth, who are 
ſtrangers to the King's wardrobe {—** a' 32d 100 
* ſhort for a weary ſoul to ref on, and 2 
ct covering too narrow for a ſoul convineed of it's 
te nakedneſs to wrap itſelf in.“ Jui. xxviii. 20. 
Souls once enrobed with the royal raiment of 
needle- work, will never fetch their apparel from 


Nag: fair; for the nakedneſs and beggary of fuch | 


preachers appear conſpicuous enough (to ſouls 
Aus enlightened) in all they ſay, in all they do, 
| . | ; + IM 
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in all they preach, and in all they write; none 
covet their ſtate, or envy their happineſs, but 
fools and blind. 

Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain 
mercy. Not the mercy of carnal men is meant, for 
the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel; and 
though ſinners love finners, and give to ſinners, 
yet they have not the reward of eternal inheritance 
for that; it is not done to the leaſt of Chriſt's bre- 
thren, and fo it is not done to him. Natural men, 
by their liberal acts, may procure a ſort of. ceremo- 
nial conſecration on what they have; as the Sa- 
viour ſaid to the Phariſees, © Give alms of ſuch 
« things as ye dane and behold all things are 
ce clean unto you,” But though this righteouſ- 
« neſs may profit the ſons of men, what does ſuch - 
c a perſon give to God?” Job, xxxv. 7, 8. Theſe 
things can neither merit, nor procure the ſure 
mercies of David they come without any procur- 
ing cauſe in man; beſides, whatſoever is not of 
faith, is ſin; and without faith it is impoſſible to 
| pleaſe God, much leſs merit at his hands, More 
over, theſe bleſſings are pronounced on the diſciples 
of Chriſt, who believed i in him, and followed him, 
and who themſelves had obtained mercy fo to do. 
Merciful men, in the language of Scripture, are 
righteous perſons and heirs of Heaven. The righte- 
« ous periſh, and merciful men are taken away, none 


* * that the righteous is taken from the 
B 5 . 
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« evil to come they ſhall enter into peace.“ Tſai, 
| Ivii. 1, 2. Theſe diſciples were choſen in Chriſt, 
and given to him; God had bleſſed them in him, 
and ſent him to bleſs them, and he was now about 
it. As they had obtained mercy, to make them 
merciful, he bleſſed the merciful, - and - promiſed 
that they ſhould obtain more mercy—which'they 
would © want to help them in every time of 
ee need:” As Paul ſays, © Having obtained mercy, 
ct J continue to this day.” A merciful man is 
merciful to the ſouls of men—which he ſhews in 
praying for them, warning them, holding forth 
the word of life clearly and unadulterated to them, 
'and' declaring faithfully the whole counſe} of God; 
* Which is ſowing to ourſelves in righteouſneſs, 
% and reaping in mercy.” Such a” ſubje& of 
divine mercy feels for troubled ſouls, ſympathize 
with them, ſuccours them, and bears a part of their 
burdens, gives them wholeſome advice and counſel, 
and anoints them with freſh oil in the name of the 
Lord whereas a graceleſs ſinner, an empty profeſ- 
for, or a legal preacher, is nothing but a barren 
wilderneſs, or a phyſician of no alga, 3 
+ God's ſovereign mercy is the ſure/ mercies of 
David, which God gave to Jeſus the ſon of David, 
that he might communicate the ſame to the whole 
-kouſhold of David, which is his own church— 
and when this mercy is beſtowed on men, it makes 
them merciful men. This mercy appears in God's 
TR reveal» 
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revealinghis Jon in us, and uniting us to him: © But 
* God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
cc with he loved us, even when we were dead in 
&* fin, hath quickened us together with Chriſt,” 
It appears in the gift of the Spirit : © Of his own 
« mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regenera- 
« tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Such 
ſouls having obtained mercy, they faint not, either in 
preaching mercy, or in ſhewing mercy, either to 
the bodies or ſouls of men, though they meet with 
much oppoſition in it, and cruel treatment for it. 
ce Bleſſed are the merciful, for they Hall obtain 
c mercy; not only to help them in every time of 
need, while in a militant ſtate, but ſuch ſhall find 
mercy E the Lord in that great 45. 2 Tim. 
1, 18. 
Blaſed are the pure in heart, This ea of 


| heart is, not the external varniſh. of a Phariſee, nor 


the boaſted perfection of an hypocrite, nor the 
empty dream of the carnally - ſecure ; for though 
they are pure, yet it is only in their own eyes, not 
being waſhed from their  filthineſs, Prov. XXX, 12. 
Nor is it the double portion of ſanctity that thoſe 
claim, © Who ſay, Stand by thyſelf, come not near to 
ce me, for 1 am bolier than - thou.” Thele pious 
ſouls are a ſmoke in God's noſe, and a firs that burneth 
all the day, Iſa. Ixv. 5. Nor does it conſiſt in the 
final deſtruction or entire removal of the inbeing 
of ſin—* For who can ſay, I have made my heart 
| ä | ee clean, 
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& clean, / am pure from my in? Prov. xx, 9. Nor 


is it to be found in thoſe who by a little decent 
carriage, and conformity to the letter of the Law, 


aim at purity, © For they that Santtify themſelves, 
c and they that purify themſelves, ſhall both be 
e conſumed together,” Iſai. Ixvi. 17. This parity 
of beart ſtands in having the heart ſprinkled from an 
evil conſcience, and that by the blood of ſprinkling, 
which ſpeaks pardon, peace, and reconciliation, 
which are better things than that of Abel, Such an 
one, and only fuch, “ can ſerve God with a pure 
* conſcience,” 2 Tim. i. 3. It is the faith of 
God's Ele& that firſt applies the atonement, 
and ever after has recourſe to that fountain in 
every time of need, not only to waſh the feet, 
but alſo the hands and the head, from all the imper- 
fections, failings, infirmities, ſhort-comings, &c. 
&c. that cleave to our beſt performances, © for in 
e many things we offend all.” Thus God purifies our 
hearts by faith, Acts, xv. 9. Men who are deſtitute 
of this faith, and who never received this atone- 
ment, are as deſtitute of internal purity as the 
prince of devils. © Unto the pure all things are 
« pure, but unto them that are defiled and unbe- 
4e lieving is nothing pure, but even their mind and 
*« conſcience is defiled, Titus, i. 15, The man 
whoſe fins are forgiven him; and whoſe conſcience 
is purged' from guilt and dead works, who is re- 
newed by the Spirit, who is a believer in Jeſus, 

f 1 and 


THE BVERLASTING SOSPIL, 23 


and holds faſt the truth of the Goſpel as it is in 
Chriſt, is the man #hat holds the myſtery of Faith in 
4 pure conſcience, 1 Tim. iii. 9. Theſe are the 
« people to whom the Lord turns a pure lan- 
„ guage, (Zech. iii. 9.) and ſuch r the 
* Lord a pure offering,” Mal. i. 11. 

Purity of heart ſtands in ſoundneſs, integrity, 
conſtancy, and ſincerity; being purged by the 
Spirit, and in the furnace, from the drofſs and tin af 
ſelf- righteouſneſs, ſelf-ſufficiency, deceit, guile, 
craftineſs, hypocriſy, and diſſimulation. « I will 
* purify them as filver is purified, and try them as 
e gold is tried; I will take away all their droſs and 
ce tin, and make a Man more precious than be 
« golden wedge of Qphir.” Such a ſoul hates de- 
ceit, and loves fincerity; and * he that loveth pure- 
« neſs of heart, and hath grace in his lips, the 
« King ſhall be his friend,” Prov. xxii. 11. And fo 
it ſeems; for thus faith the King,—Blefted are the 

in beart— 

For they ſpall fee God. © He that cauſed the 
56 light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined into our 
te hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of 
ce the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.“ 
This is no leſs than ſceing him who is inviſible; it is 
ſeeing him in his own rays, by faith, who is inviſible 
to mortal ſight. But the text means that ſuch ſouls 
ſhall not be ſeparated or baniſhed from God and 
his preſence bur they ſhall fee him with accept- 

B 4 ance, 
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ance, and with approbation, as their dear and ever- 
laſting Father. In that day, I ſhall ſhew you 
e plainly of the Father; you ſhall ſee his face with- 
&* out a cloud, and hear his voice without a pro- 
de verb.“ The text means an eternal abiding with 
him, „in whoſe favour is life, in whoſe preſence 


« js fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right-hand are plea- 


e ſures for evermore.” It means further, a per- 
fect deliverance from the remains of the old wail, 
the napkin, and the reeds that are at preſent wrapped 
about our. heart and head, which too often 


blindfold and hoodwink us; and, when we creep 


out of the dark regions, we go blinking and nod- 


ding like an owl in the ſun, being not able to bear 


the light: For we know but in part, and pro- 
s pheſy in part; we look through a glaſs darkly;” 
but in that day the g/2/5 will give way to the face; 
we ſhall not wrap our face in a mantle, nor will 
| God dwell in thick darkneſs : the wail will be rent 
from the top to the bottom; and “ then ſhall the 
“ righteous ſhine forth as the ſun in the glory of 

“ their Father's kingdom, for ever and ever; we 
& ſhall then ſee as we are ſeen, and know as we are 


ec known,” The winding-ſheet and the napkin 


- ſhall both be left in the tomb; and mortality, with 
all her rags and tatters, be; ſwallowed up of life, 
and Immortality be all in all. Ble/ed are the wry 
in heart, for they hall. ſee God. | 
Bleſſed are the * 3 ah 
| have 


1 
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have peace in poſſeſſion; they muſt be ſons of Peace 
before they can make peace. An unbeliever js a 
very improper perſon to ſtand in the gap, or make 


up a breach, either between Chriſt and his children, 


or between ſaint and faint; for he is an enemy to both 


parties, and can never wiſh well to either, We 


may ſay of ſuch peace-makers, as Jehu ſaid of the 
ſon of witchcraft, * What haſt thou to do with 


« peace? Get thee behind me.” Peace flows from 


the counſel of Heaven: © For mercy and truth met 
« together, righteouſneſs and peace kiſſed each other,” 


in the perſon of Chriſt, when he undertook to ſatisfy 


righteouſneſs, tulfil and honour ruth, open a way 
for mercy, and. make peace by the blood of his 
croſs. 


Peace preſuppoſes a war ſubſiſting between two 


parties, and is brought about by the interpoſition 


of a middle perſon, who appears in the character of 
a Mediator ; and this Mediator is Chriſt, who ſuf- 
fered the ſword of Juſtice to be ſheathed in his own 
heart, that peace between God and elect ſinners 
might be proclaimed upon honourable and ever- 
laſting terms. 


To this peace we were oredeſilugrels and ordained 


from eternity; on which account we are called 
fons of Peace, before peace is revealed to us. Into 
te whatſoever houſe ye enter, ſay, Peace be to this 


* houſe ; and if the ſon of Peace be there, your peace 


« ſhall 
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tc ſhall come upon it; if not, it ſhall turn to you 
« again.“ 

Peace, in the revelation of it to FR Lane 5 heart 
is the effect of pardon and juſtification; as it is 
written, Thy fins are forgiven thee, go in Peace 
« And being juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God.“ And it is called a fruit of the Spirit, 
and is produced under his operation, as ſoon as the 
ſoul is ſealed to the day of redemption, The man, 
therefore, that is a ſtranger to the pardon of his ſin, 


the juſtification of his perſon, and the myftery of 


faith, cannot be either a peace-poſſeffor or a peace- 
maker; for the way of peace he has never known. A 


eace-maker is one who is authorized and commil. 
ſioned by the high Court of Heaven, as an ambaſ- 


ſador of the King of kings, to proclaim peace in 
the name of his rightful Sovereign, between the 
Moſt High God and the children of men, Which 
bleſſing of peace flows from the everlaſting love of 
| God, as the efficient cauſe; from the blood of 
Chrift, as the procuring cauſe; and by the Spirit 
into the ſinner's heart, by faith, as the applicatory 
hand, or inſtrumental cauſe, © Beautiful upon the 


cc . and blefled for e ever are > ſuch ove. 


nr. ; 

Every ehilg of God i is tal to N * 
- keep peace, but his commiſſion authorizes him not 
to proclaim peace between the world and the church. 


« Chriſt came not to ſend peace here, but a ſword 
&« and 
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« and a fire;” nor between Satan and the Church. 
Chriſt hath no concord with Belial, nor yet between 
the old man and the new, in a child of God (by afin. 
leſs perfection; for theſe are to war together; the one 
is to be put off, and the other put on to the end. Nor 
are they to proclaim peace between ſaints and hypo- 
crites, for this is not taking forth the vile fromthe preci- 
aus; but to proclaim, enforce, and endeayour to main. 
tain peace between Chriſt and his family, and be- 
tween the children of God, is, and ever is to be, 
the honeſt endeavour of a ſon of Peace; and ſuch 
peace - makers, and only ſuch, are bleſſed. And — 
They ſball be called the children of Gad. And ſo 
they are called, and acknowledged to be, by thoſe 
who are partakers of adopting grace; and children 
of God they really are, though profeſſors often call 
them by another name. But no uninſpired perſon, 
ko unbeliever, can, with certainty, be called © a 
child of God. Chriſt commiſſions no man to 
tell lyes, nor to call them God's ch that a are 
3 not ſo. | 
| Bleſſed are they which are n for 8 
% /ake. Not to get a righteouſneſs, but for the 
(e of one already got. Perſecution, in the higheſt 
ende, is the Devil in the heart of a rebel, oppoſing 
d WO Chriſt in the heart of a ſaint. Abel was perſecuted 
t br righteouſneſs ſake, or becauſe God had accepted 
i. Abels perſon, and gave witneſs of it, teſtifying of 
d his gift; while Cain, who was of that wicked one; 
d Fr not. 
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not being accepted, nor his offering, few him, be- 
cauſe his own works were evil, and his brother's 
righteous; or becauſe God had given the one faith, 
and not the other; and becauſe the work of faith 
was accepted, and the work of the fleſh rejected, 


A perſon i is perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, when 


God has given him, by the Spirit, the word of 
| righteouſneſs, and ſent him to preach it; as he did to 
Noah, in whom, and by whom, the Spirit of Chriſt 
ſtrove with the wicked Antediluvians, whoſe. ſouls 
are now in Priſon, (1 Peter, iii. 19.) till God ſaid, 
« My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man.“ 
Soon after, God brought in the flood upon the 

world of the ungodly, and ſaved Noah, a preacher if 
righteouſneſs. He muſt be in a juſtified ſtate, who, 
in the ſenſe of the text, is perſecuted for righteouſ- 


neſs ſake. If impoſtors, infidels, ' or hypocrites, 


bring a perſecution upon themſelves, it is rather a 
being buſfeted for their hypocriſy,” than being perſe- 
cuted for righteouſneſs ſake : and it is often ſeen, 
that ſuch go back again, with humble ſubmiſſion, 
to the Devil and the world; and, to atone for their 
| paſt offences, commit all uncleanneſs with greeci- 
neſs. Perſons, therefore, that are juſtified by faith, 
and live in good conſcience ; who vindicate the 
honour of a righteous God, and reprove unrigh- 
teous and wicked men ; who profeſs, or preach, the 
.. righteouſneſs of faith, and oppoſe errors advanced; 


: and who live by the faith of the Son of Code an 
whoſe 


. oo ooo 
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Shall conduct and converſation in che world i 1s juſt 


and upright before God, and before men; theſe are 


the perſons that are perſecuted for righteouſneſs - 


ſake, and tbeirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Bleſſed are ye when men ſpall revile you, and per- 


ſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you © 
falſely, for my ſake. Reviling a perſon's name and 
character, his writings, preaching, religion, or pro- 


ſeſſion, without any juſt charge of ignorance, error, 
hypocriſy, or immorality, is reviling him falſely. 
Oppoſing a ſervant of Chriſt, reſiſting, gainſaying, 
or endeavouring to hinder his uſefulneſs in the work 
of God, is perſecuting him. Calling him an Anti- 


nomian, a bad ſpirit, a licentious perſon, and an 


encourager of ſin, without either ground or proof, 
is ſpeaking evil againſt him falſely—and that fas 


Chriſt's ſake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great is your 


reward in heaven. The Saviour knew theſe things 


would not always be found eaſy to fleſh and blood, 
therefore tells us to rejoice that he counts us worthy 
to ſuffer reproach and ſhame for his name; and in 
that we are honoured in being employed in the 
Lord's ſervice, and in fighting the Lord's battles. 
Furthermore it ſhews, that ſuch a ſoul is tolerably 


ſound in the faith, and pretty well purged. from 
the ſpirit of the world, and from the community 


of it, as they ſo deteſt him; which is matter of re- 
Joicing, for many legal profeſſors and- hypocrites 
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are ſenſible that they want this teſt; Moreover, 
the reproach that falls on us, for Chriſt's ſake, i: 
the reproach of Chriſt himſelf : it falls on the mem« 
bers for the ſake of the head. And —- 
Great is the reward of righteous perſons, ſuffers 
ing wrongfully for righteouſneſs ſake; for God is 
their portion, glory their crown, and heaven itſelf 
their home, and their reward of inheritance. 
For ſo perſecuted they the prophets that were befort 
you. They ſuffered reproach and perſecution who 
ſhewed before of the coming of the Juſt One; and 
they ſhare the ſame who embrace him that is come, 
The Saviour, therefore, ſets the reward againſt per- 
ſecution, to counterbalance-it; that light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment, may appear as no- 
thing, when compared to. an eternal _ weight of 
glory. 
Te are the ſalt of the earth. Salt is embleniatica 
of ſpecial grace. Have ſalt in yourſelves, and 
« have peace one with another.” Mark ix. 50. 
And to ſhew that the grace of God is needful in 
every branch of God's ſervice and worſhip, God 
 fays, With all thine offerings thou ſhalt offer ſalt. 
Lev. ii. 13. Grace is needful in chriſtian conver- 
ation, or no grace can be communicated by it. 
Let your ſpeech be ſeaſoned with falt.” Cal. i iv. 
6. Salt is a penetrable article: and ſo is grace; it 
will penetrate into a hard heart, a ſtubborn oil 


_ ſoon' ftop a raging a, and heal a 
lonth- 
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| Toathſome diſeaſe. Ye are the ſalt of the earth. 
All fleſh hath corrupted it's way; but I have ſea- | 
« ſoned you.” The Spirit, and grace of God, are in 
you, and you are to ſeaſon others. 

But if the ſalt hath loſt it's ſavour, dew 
hall it be ſalted? But if your miniſtry, company, 
and converſation, hath loſt all it's favour with grace- 
leſs. profeſſors, or earthly-minded men, ſo that 
they reliſh not the things that be of God, how ſhall 
the earth be ſalted? What elſe can preſerve them 
from becoming a ſtink in the noſtrils of God? 
Nothing. And fo. it appeared when the Romiſh 
army laid them in heaps, as dung upon the earth 
the ſalt was all gathered out, and the ſtink of their 
camps and their carcaſes ſoon went up, | - 

It is thenceforth good for nothing. It is good for 
nothing in the judgment of hardened and impe- 
nitent ſinners; it profits them nothing; but is a 
favour of death unto death: hey mock at it, and 
their bands are made ſtrong; it leaves them without 
a cloak for their ſin; in their eſteem it is good for 
nothing but to be caſt out; they caſt the apoſtles 
out of the ſynagogue, and broke the pleaſing bonds 
of the Everlaſting Covenant aſunder, and caſt their 
: cords from them, and ſo judged themſelves un- 
N worthy of eternal life. And at laſt the falt - 

Was trodden under foot of men. They trampled 
on the blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, on the 


"_ of Divine 3 and on the Church of the 
living 
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living God; and therefore the Saviour trampled 
them in his fury, and left them without help, to 
tread, by themſclves, the wine-preſs of the wrath of 
Almighty God. 

e. are the light of the world. Ye are Mai 
Zion, the perfection of beauty, out of which God 
will ſhine. „In you hath he ſet a tabernacle for 
e his Sun, which is as a bridegroom coming out of 
4c his chamber, and rejoiceth as a ſtrong man to run 
ce a race.“ The Spirit of Illumination is in you; 
and it will ever ſhine through you, and make you 

burning and ſhining lights; “ yea, a flaming fire:“ 
and from you the light ſhall ſhine ſrom eaſt to weſt, 

and nothing ſhall be hid from the beat thereof. 

A city that is ſet on an hill cannot be hid. It's 
ſmoke, lights, lamps, towers, and walls, are ſeen at 

a great diſtance, . © And upon Mount Zion, and 
c on all her aſſemblies, ſhall be a ſmoke by day, 
*« and the burning of a flaming fire by night. I 
cc am your wall of ſalvation, your high tower, and 
« your fortreſs: and I will make you as a tower 
cc and a fortreſs; yea, as an iron pillar, and a brazen 
40 wall.” And the Lamp of Salvation, in the hand 

of your faith, ſhall enlighten thouſands into the 
ways of Zion, who ſhall. ſee her glory, privileges, 
and beautiful ſituation and both a rage and 

\ « foreigners ſhall become tellow-citizens of it.” 

Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 
buſhel, but on a 2 candliſtick. 1 have not enlightened 


you 
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you into the knowledge of your own hearts, and 


No: I ſhall: ſhortly: raiſe up many churches; and, 
as fo many candleſticts, I ſhall place you as ſo many 
candles on them, that you may give light. unto all 


that are of my houſhold. 


Let your light ſo ſhine before men. All that I have 
{aid to you, in ſecret, proclaim: upon the houſe- 


top. I have made manifeſt the counſels of your 
heart; and by your miniſtry the thoughts of many 
hearts ſhall be revealed: they ſhall ſee, as in a glaſs, 
their loſt eſtate, their ſins in their true colours, their 
need of a deſpiſed Saviour; and they ſhall ſee him 
as the only way to the Father. It is the Spirit that 
ſpeaketh in you; and I, who am your everlaſting 
light, your God, and your glory, will ſnine in you, 

and ſhine out * you. Let your light ſo ſhine 
before men 


That they may ſee your good works. T he office of 


a Biſhop, or a Paſtor, is a good work. Magnify 
your office, and make full proof of your miniſtry. 
Evangelizing ſouls by my unctuous Spirit, is a gad 
work on them; and communicating grace to their 
hearts, is a good work in them. Freely ye have re- 
ceived— freely give. Heal the ſick, and caſt out 
devils; which are good deeds done to impotent folks. 
s . ſouls ſhall be the fruit of your miniſtry. 


3 4, « I have 


into the myſteries of my kingdom, that you ſhould , 
be hid in obſcurity ;/ or conceal that wiſdom, know=- 
| ledge, and underſtanding, that I have given you. 


* 
1 — 1 
- : . * E 4 & * 25 *. 1 T i —— — - Y 5 
- - 4 2 A. 4 wes 7 2 — — ———— — 3 — — — —— 
bs < _ 22 — - - — : — — —— - : — 
1 S —— * 0 — * * CON cm * = Wa AAS XY 12 — - 2 
i ihe; 2 "ig — 8 >= 7 Od — 2 5 g das CS a — — 42 — - . _ 8 
ET as” EI. —— x — ES "IEEE FE n : 
| 


* *. * 2 =" 
— — IR I 
EET SES 
— IE — — Py 


— EATS 
. — * — 
N ale 8 7 


0 
32 * 
* 


34 THE MORAL LAW NOT INJURED BY 


„n. L have choſen you, and ordained you, that yo 
« ſhould go md: bring forth fruit; and your fruit 
ec ſhall remain.” It ſhall remain to the world's 
end: © For when the Son of Man cometh, he ſhall 
« find faith on the earth.” The Phariſees /ay, and 
do not; but you muſt do, and not ay. Let them 

«© sxx your good works.” Sound not your own 
trumpet, as the hypocrites do: a good workman 
will have trumpeters enough. 

And glorify your Father which is in heaven. By 
proclaiming his eternal and matchleſs love in the 
gift of his Son; by making known his ſecret pur- 
poſes, grace, and good-will to men; by celebrating 
his high praiſes, and by provoking others to love 
him, and to do the ſame; by aſcribing all ſalvation 
to him ; by faith in him, love to him, and by thank- 
ing him, bleſſing him, worſhipping him, praiſing 
him, and adoring him; and by a life, walk, and 
converſation, that is honourable to him, and well 
becoming you as the children of ſuch a benign 
— -;:. 

Hitherto the Saviour TR been ſpeaking to his 
_ diſciples and faithful followers ; which appears evi- 
dent by the many bleſſings that he pronounced on 
them, whoſe bleſſings never fly at random. Nor 
can it be ſuppoſed that he would call Scribes, Pha- 
riſees, and hypocrites, the light of the world, and 
the ſalt of the earth; for ſuch are rather the ſcum 
and the dregs of it. All that has been ſaid is ap- 

| plicable 
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plicable to the children of God, and to nonewlle, 


Now come in the words of my text; in which the 
Saviour ſeems to direct his diſcourſe to the multi- 
tude, who had been hearing doctrines which they 


never heard before, and might wonder that they 


heard nothing about the Law : therefore, the Sa- 
viour ſeems to addreſs this to them, but not to the 
excluſion of his faithful followers— 


Think not that I am come to deftroy the Law. I 


am not come to pull down it's ſanction, or it's au- 


thority. I am not come to ſet it aſide, repeal it's 


force, aboliſh it, make it void, or blot it out, (in 
any of the following ſenſes.) Were I to do this, mine 
Ele& would have no ſchoolmaſter, the bond-ſervant 
would have no rule, the ſinner no franſgreſſion, the 
Judge no ſentence, and the ungodly no damnation. 
Firſt, The Law ſhall ever ſtand as a ſchoolmaſter 
to mine Elect, to ſnew them, and make them feel 
their need of me. They ſhall learn of the Father, 
and believe Maſes's writings too; and then they ſhall 
come - unto me, and believe my words. They ſhall 
come to God, the Judge of all in the Law; and then 
to the Mediator of the New Covenant, revealed in 
the Goſpel. They ſhall hear my Father's voice in 
the ſecret place of thunder; and then, with their face 
wrapt in their mantle, they ſhall hear the voice of 
the Turtle: and ſo go from death to life, from Sinai 
to Zion, from wrath to come to Grace revealed. 
"The Law ſhall kill them, and J will quicken them; 
| C 2 | the 
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the Law ſhall-wourid them, and 1 will heal then; 
the Law ſhall divorce them, and I will marry them, 
The yoke of the Law ſhall make my yoke deſirable. 
This ſhall be the good and lawful uſe of the Law; 
and this uſe of it ſhall never be ſet — i W 
dene away, or aboliſhed, 

Secondly, The Liv, written by the fin perf God, 
and the copy of it on the hearts of Heathens, 
ſhall ever remain in full force, as the only and eternal 
rule of life and righteouſmſs, to all'the reprobate, to 
every bond- child, vain-jangler, proud doer, ſelf- 
righteous, ſeif-ſufficient, ” and independent Phariſee. 
«© Whatſoever the Law faith, let it be what it will, 
ce jt "ſhall ſay it to them that are under the Law.“ 
All that work for life there, he reward Hall not be 
rectoned f Grace, But e debt, Rom. iv. 3. The 
Maſter will exact of the ſervant a perfect taſk; a per- 
petual courſe of unerring, unſinning obedienee. 
As a juſt and imtnutable creditor, God will demand 
the total ſum of all the ſpotleſs and perfect works 
that the Law requires. The reward ſball never be 
reckoned of Grace, but of debt. No Surety, or Me- 
diator, ſhall be found in the Old Covenant. The 

bond- ſlave that rejects my Grace, ſhall pay his own 
debt; and, if he fails but in one point, he ſhall find 
the ſtrength of ſin to be the Law: it ſhall bind him 
5 over, and deliver him to the Fudge; © and he ſhall 
= & be caſt into priſon. And verily 1 ſay unto you, 
E he ſhall never come out thence till he hach paid 
pe 25 c« the 
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80 che very laſt mite.” They. that go down into filence* .. 


cannot hope. for thy truth. If God ſpares. not his in- 


nocent Son in his ſurety- undertaking, will he ſpare 


the guilty? No; he will not ſpare in the day of 


vengeance. If the Law curſes the Darling of Hea- 
ven for ſtanding in the ſinner's ſhoes, ſhall. the 


enemy of God and all righteouſneſs eſcape? If God 
awakes his ſword againſt his own Fellow, ſhall it 
not be bathed in wrath, and come down to judg- 
ment on the people of his curſe? Ja. xxxiv. 5. 
The Law, as the Maſter's will, and: the bond-ſer- 
vant's rule, ſhall never be done away. % Think 
et not that Lam come to deftroy the Law.“ 
"Thirdly, The Law is the great Creditor” Band. 


writing, his covenant, and his teſtimony, which 
contains all that he ordains his bond-ſervants to do; 


and, as an band-writing, it ſhall exhibit the penal 
debt of endleſs ſuffering, which the ſinner owes to 


Divine Juſtice for the numberleſs breaches of every 


precept of it. As a broken covenant, it ſhall bind 
them over; and, as the Maſter's teſtimony, it ſhall 
ever teſtify their numberleſs tranſgreſſions, and be a 
witneſs againſt them. Their worm ſhall not die; 


and the wrath that is kindled in the fiery Lam ſhall 
burn to the loweſt hell, as a fire that never ſhall be 
quenched. To the enemies of my Grace, who die 


in their ſins, this hand-writing ſpall never. be blotted 
out, (Coloſſ. ii. 4.) but exhibit, as a cloud, their 
— and as a thick cloud their crimſon 


C "> | fins, 


** 
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fins. And, in this ſenſe, it ſhall never be cancelled 


br repealed; it ſhall never be mitigated, abrogated, 


diſannulled, done away, made void, or aboliſhed, 

& Think not that I am come to deſtroy the Law.“ 
Fourthly, I am not come to deſtroy the condemn- 
ing authority, or to mitigate the rigour, of the Law. 
It is an eternal Law, and ſhall remain in full force, 
as it ever did: for although I ſhall keep my court 
at Zion, reign in love, and ſway my righteous ſceptre 
over my own children; and, as King of Grace, on a 
throne of grace diſplay my mercy there to all who 
eſcape the ſtorm, and fly for ſhelter thither ; yet I 
Have prepared my throne for judgment. All judg- 
ment is committed unto me: I am the Judge of 
quick and dead; and, as a righteous Judge, I ſhall 
© condemn the wicked, and bring his wickedneſs 
© on his own head; and juſtify the righteous, to give 
ec him according to his righteouſneſs.” As Judge 
of quick and dead, I ſhall bring forth the Baok of 
Life, and the Book of the Law: the guick, and thoſe 
who died in the faith, ſhall be judged by the Book 
of Life, (Rev. xx. 12.) and the dead by the Law 
of Death, Rom. ii. 12. The children of the free- 
woman ſhall be judged by the Law of Liberty, 
(James, i 1. 12.) and the bond- children by the Law 
of Works. They that fin in the Law, ſhall be judged 
by the Law. The manifold wiſdom of God ſhall be 
unfolded to perfeftion on the one hand, (Eppe/: iii. 
10.) and the * of lamentation, args and 70 oe, 
8 


THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL. 39 


on the other, Ezek. ii. 10. The Bleſſing ſhall be 
pronounced from the firſt, and the cur/e from the 


ſecond: © Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, enter into 
c the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 


ec tion of the world. Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting 
« fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” And 
the one ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life eternal. 
that I am come to deſtroy the Law— 


Or the Prophets. I am not come to prove the 
prophets liars, or to make their predictions void. 
I ſhall neither oppoſe their writings, contradict their 


aſſertions, nor let one prediction noted in the Scrip- 
tures of truth ever fail of it's full accompliſhmeat : 


the things therein written ſhall be accompliſhed inme, 


The faithfulneſs of God in his word ſhall never fail; 
his veracity ſhall never fall to the groynd; the hope 
of Iſrael ſhall never be loſt, nor their expetations 


be ever cut off. I am not come 10 deſtroy the 


prophets — 
But to fulfil, All that has ever been written in 


the Law, the Prophets, or the Pſalms, concerning 
me, ſhall have a fulfilling end. All that is ſaid of 
my birth, and of my life; of my mean appearance, 
and mighty power; of my matchleſs love to men, 
and of their cruel treatment of me; of the miracles 
performed, and of peace proclaimed; 'of magnifying 
the Law, and preaching the everlaſting Goſpel ; of 
my abe life, and cruel death; of the deſtruc- 
C 4  — _— 
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tion of the Jewiſh nation, and the ſalvation of the 
Gentile world; ſhall all be fulfilled, My reward 
is with me, and all my work before me: nor will I 
bow my head in death, till all be niſped. I am not 
come to deſtroy the prophets, but to fulfil. 

For verily I ſay unto you, till heaven and earth-paſs, 
one jot, or one tittle, ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law 
till all be fulfilled. I plight my veracity, I ſpeak in 
verity. Amen, ſo it ſhall be. Verily I ſay unto n 
till heaven and earth paſs— 

The elementary and ſtarry heavens ſhall ſtand to 
the world's end. Then the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat, and the ſtars ſhall fall from their 
ſockets, as the untimely fruit of the fig- tree; the ſun 
ſhall be confounded, and the moon aſhamed; the 
heavens and the earth ſhall lee away, and new hea- 
vens and a new earth ſhall' appear, when 4 ariſe to 
Hine before my ancients gloricuſiy. | 
Jill then, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs 
from the Law, till all be fulfilled. The Law ſhall 
ſtand as it does in alb it's ſenſe, and in all it's mean- 
ing, without being evangelized, or without ceaſing 
to exiſt as a covenant of works; without being bereſt 
of it's irritating power, or ſhorn of it's penal ſanc- 
tion; without mitigation, and without repeal. It 
all ſtand as my children's ſchoolmaſter, and firſt 
huſband ;" as the maſter's: commanding will, and 
the bend-ſervant's only rule; as the credizor's hand- 

writing, and the debtor's dreadful account- book; 
Pn Th as 
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as a teſtimony for God in defence of his holineſs, 
and againſt the wicked for . tranſgreſſion. So 
MOT it ſtand a 

"Till all be fulflled. The Law is fulfilled 1 in 2 
fourfold ſenſe.” 

1, Perfectly, in boch precept and 8 by 
the Saviour. 

2dly, In the Church, 50 by the Spirit. 

34ly, Imperfectly, in the exerciſe of grace, by 
the ſaint. = 

Ab, In the execution of as cnt which] is the 
damnation of the wicked. 


Firſt, The Law is perfectly fulfilled, both in pre- 
cept and penalty, by the Saviour, who aſſumed 
man's nature, and took man's name, to act in man's 
ſtead. He was made of a woman, and made under 
the Law. He became ſurety for man's debts; and, 
by his kind undertaking and circumciſion, became 
a debtor, in the debtor's place, to reſtore that [honour 
to the Law] which he took not away. He was made 
lc ſin for us, who knew no fin, that we might be made 
« the righteouſneſs of God in him.” Of him a per- 
ſect obedience to the precept was exacted, and he 
made reſtitution ; the debt of ſuffering was demand- 
ed, and he was preſſed to pay. When he had given 
a perfect obedience to the precept, he ſays, © I have 
« finiſbed [this part of] the work ꝛubich thou gaveſt 
« me to do.” And, at cloſing his obedience unto, 
death, he bowed his head, and ſaid, © It is finiſhed.” 

Thus 


ä - p--a — 
* — * 
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Thus he“ magnified the Law, and made it honour. . 
able; /o that one jot, or one little, did in no wiſe 
paſs from the Law till all was fulfilled. It is eaſier 
for heaven and earth to paſs, than for God's righte- 
ous Servant to fail of performing the will of his God. 
* I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy Law 
ce 1s within my heart.“ So he undertook, and ſo it 
became him to fulfil all righteouſneſs, Matt. iii. 15, 

And ſo it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer ; for he came not 

to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil. 


Secondly, T he Law is fulfilled efficaciouſly in the 
Church of God, by the Spirit: as it is written, 
That theTighteouſneſs of the Law might be FULFILLED 
In us, who walk, not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit, Rom. viii. 4, Now the righteouſneſs of 


the Law is fulfilled in the Church. 


1ſt, By the imputation of Chriſt's Rs 
for our juſtification. Rom. v. 19. 

2dly, By the indwelling of the Holy Ghoſt which 
is our ſanctification. Rom. xv. 16. 

34ly, By God's circumciſing our hearts, to love 
him with all our heart, and with all our ſoul, that 
we may live, (Deut, xxx. 6.) Love to God being 
the firſt and great commandment of the Law. 
 4thly, By the indwelling of God's good word, ang 
by the good treaſure of his grage, 


Firſt, What is the Law? It i is a juſt Loew, and is, 


the rule of righteous a 58 oy Moſes, © ſhall 
#51! pe be 
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de be our righteouſneſs, if we obſerve to do all theſe 
« commandments, before the Lord our God, as he 
* hath commanded us,” Deut. vi. 25. Chriſt's 
obedience to the Law, imputed to us, anſwers this: 
By the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. 
This is juſtification from all things ; and makes the 
believer a juſt man, as the Law is juſt. 

_ Secondly, The Law is holy: and the foul of the 
faint is the ſeat; and his body the temple, of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which dwelleth in us, and makes the 
| believer holy, as the Law is holy. 

Thirdly, The Law requires love to God above all 
things elſe; and the ſaint of God is bleſſed with the 
love of God, Father, Son, and Spirit, ſhed abroad 
in his heart; and has, fellowſhip with the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, He dwells in God, who is love; 
and God dwells in him. He is Joined to the Lord, 
and is one ſpirit with him. This anſwers the re- 
quirement of the great command. | 

Fourthly, The Law is ſpiritual, and the Law is 
good, The ſaint of God is a /piritual man, and a 
good man. He is a partaker of God's good Spirit; 
the good treaſure of grace is in him; the good word 
of God is in him; the good work of regeneration 
has paſſed on his ſoul; and the whole perfecting 
work of grace is carried on, and will be compleated 
in him; which makes him a good man, as the Law 

is good, : 
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Laftly, The Law promiſes life, but eternal life it 
could never give. The believer, therefore, has got 
what the Law could not give: He that believeth 
« hath everlaſting life, and ſhall never come into 
ee condemnation.” If this is Antinomianiſm, it is 
precious Antinomianiſm! This is the man in whom 
the righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled ; who is re- 
deemed from the Law, and brought to the Goſpel ; 
redeemed from the curſe, and crowned with the 
blefling; no more under the Law, but under Grace; 
not under wrath, but under love; no more under 
the ſchoolmaſter to Moſes, bur under the Law of the 
Spirit, to Chriſt ; no more a bond-ſervant, but a free- 
born ſon; no more a ftranger, but knows God, and 
is known of him; no more a child of the bond- 
woman, but of the free; no longer a foreigner, but 
a fellow-citizen with the ſaints, and of the houſhold 
of God. Perily I ſay unto you, till heaven and earth 
paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from 
the Law till all be thus] fulfilled in the elect of God. 
They ſhall all be juſtified, they ſhall all be ſanctified, 
they ſhall all be made meet for the inheritance with 
the ſaints in light. Theſe are the genuine offspring 
of Abraham, which Sarah bears unto Abraham. 
Theſe do the works of Abraham, namely, the works 
of faith, labours of love, and patience of hope. 
Theſe look to Abraham their father, and to Sarah 
that bare them; and keep their Father's command- 
ment, and forſake not the lam of their Mother. They 
e keep 


— 
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keep their Father's commandment, - which is the 
commandment of Life; which kept Abraham- from 
conſidering his own body dead at a hundred years 
old. Theſe forfake not the Law of their Mother, 


which is the Law of Faith; by which Sarah received 


ſtrength to conceive ſeed, judging Him faithful 
who had promiſed. Through Faith they obtain 
witneſs that they are righteous; and through Faith 
they obtain this 'good report, As many-as are of 
Faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. Theſe 
are they that commend not thegaſelves, but them 


whom the Lord commendeth: on whom the moſt 


high God put ſuch high encomiums, reported ſo 
good a report, and gave fo, glorious a teſtimony, 
that it ſtands recorded by the hand of Heaven in the 
eternal annals: which myſterious record, in it's ge- 
nuine ſenſe, will prove an everlaſting taſk to every 
bond- child, every legal work-monger, every proud 
doer, every Uzzite, every infant of the fleſh, to the 
world's end. It is a promiſe to the heirs of promiſe, 
as well as an eternal teſtimony to the Father of the 
heirs: © I will make thy ſeed to multiply as the ſtars 
te of heaven, and will give unto thy ſeed all theſe 
tc countries; and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of 
ee the earth be bleſſed: BECAUsE THAT ABRAHAM 
© OBEYED MY VOICE, "AND KEPT MY "CHARGE, MY 
„ COMMANDMENTS, MY STATUTES, AND My Laws.“ 
Gen. xxvi. 4, 5. Let thoſe who traduce us explain 
Abraham's obedience to God's voice, the charge 


which 
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which he kept, together with the commandments, 
ſtatutes, and laws, to which he was ſo obedient, four 
hundred years before the Law was given. I come 
to my third particular, that the Law 1s, 

- Thirdly, Imperfectly fulfilled, in the exerciſe of 
grace, by the ſaint, © Owe no man any thing but 
to love one another; for he that loveth another 
& hath fulfilled the Law, for Love is the fulſilling of 
Ihe Law.” Rom. xiii. 8, 10. This fulfilling of 
the Law is not perfect obedience; for though the 
Law is perfectly fulfilled in the ſaint, all God's work 
being perfect; yet it is not perfectly fulfilled by the 
faint, becauſe he hath a principle in him that luſteth 
to envy. However, every ſaint under heaven ſhall 
be brought to love the brotherhood. They that 
<« hate Zion ſhall be deſolate. He that hateth his 
« brother is in darkneſs, and knoweth not whither 
ce he goeth, becauſe that darkneſs hath blinded his 
ic eyes.—He that hateth his brother is a murderer, 
© and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life 
« abiding in him.” For though * the ſpirit in 
© man luſteth to envy,” yet he ſhall be purged from 
it, otherwiſe he ſhall never be ſaved: for, as the 
mercileſs creditor, who had no compaſſion on his 


fellow-ſervant, was delivered to the tormentors, 


So ſhall my heavenly Father do unto every one of you, 
if ye, from your heart, forgive not every one his brother 
their treſpaſſes : for, till heaven and earth paſs, 
c one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 
La [evenin this ſenſe] till all be fulfilled.” 

Fourthly, 


E 
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Fourthly, The penal part of the Law ſhall be ef- 
fectually and eternally fulfilled in the damnation of 
the wicked. The Law, which is ſpiritual, and 


reaches to the actions of body and ſoul, ſhall then 
appear as a fiery Law. The works of the fleſh, and 


their heart- ſins, ſhall both be puniſhed; the body in 
unconſuming and unconſumed brimſtone, and the 
ſoul in unquenchable wrath. Their little ſins, as 
they are often called, ſhall appear infinite, and not 


a jot or tittle of the Law fail in the diſcharge of it's 


dreadful artillery: I will ſpend my arrows upon them, 


Deut. xxxii. 23. Every plague, every threatening, 
every curſe, and every ſentence, ſhall be righteouſly, 
_ juſtly, and fully executed. 


J was obedient unto 
death, to redeem mine elect; and they ſhall be ſub- 
ject to eternal death, that die in their fins. The 
gulph fixed on them ſhall never be moved; the ſen- 
tence ſhall never be recalled; their worm ſhall never 


die, their fire ſhall never be quenched. The ſmoke 
of their torments ſhall ever aſcend. Yea, the third 
heaven, the reſidence of God himſelf, all as ſoon 
baſs away, as a jot or tittle of the Law can fail curſ- 
ing them that die under it. The third heaven ſhall . 
never be moved; and out of utter darkneſs the cri- 
minal ſhall never come, till he has paid the utmoſt 


mite; which mite is obedience to the ot or tittle of 
the Law. But ſuffering the ſentence can never be 
obeying the precept; therefore there can be no com- 


ing out thence: for not a jot or tittle ſhall in any 


wiſe 


- 5 | 


_ wiſe paſs from the Law till all [in this ſenſe] be 
punctually fulfilled. And I have begun to fulfil it 
(as a righteous Judge) in this ſenſe already. They 
who refuſe my Goſpel, to them it is a ſavour of death 
unto death. They are not only curſed to death by 
the Law, but damned to death, as infidels, by the 
Goſpel : e that believeth not ſhall be damned.—. 
e He that believes not my word, hath one that 
« judgeth him: the word that I have ſpoken, the 
« fame ſhall judge him in the great day.—They that 
«© mock, their bands ſhall be made ſtrong.— They are 


bound on earth, and in heaven they are bound. 


„They that believe not are condemned already, 
and the wrath of God abideth on them.— This is 
* the condemnation, that light is, come into the 


4 world, and men love darkneſs rather than light, 


* becauſe their deeds are evil.— Vea, for judgment 
© J am come into this world, that thoſe which ſec 

cc not might ſee, and that thoſe that ſee might be 
'<< made blind.” As a Judge, I have begun to fulfil 
(in the ſouls of mine enemies) the penal ſanction 
of the Law already; and my Goſpel ſhall be 
; preached in all the world, for a witneſs againſt ſuch. 
and then ſhall the end come. All my diſciples ſhal 


love their brethren, and from their heart forgiv' 
every one his brother their treſpaſles; otherwiſe mj 


' heavenly Father ſhall never forgive them. Righte 
- ouſneſs will I lay to the line of the precept, an 


judgment to the plummet of the ſentence; the ha 
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| ſhall ſweep away the refuges of lyes, and the floods 
of wrath ſhall overflow the hiding- places. For till 
heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in 
no wiſe paſs from the Law till all be punctually 
fulfilled. But I will ſend'the Holy Spirit into the 


hearts of my dear diſciples, which ſhall ſlay ſuch 


envy, make them forget anger, and forgive and love 
their brethren, as I have loved them. The Law 
worketh wrath ; but the love of [the Spirit worketh 
no ill to a neighbour, much leſs to a brother in 


faith. The kingdom of heaven within them ſhall 


deliver them from ſuch evils. They ſhall be angry 
at ſin, and at ſinners; at evil doctrines, and evil 


practices. Thus © they ſhall be angry, and ſin not.” 


But anger againſt a brother ſhall not reſt in them; 


for they are not fools, but the children of Wiſdom... - 


| Moſes and Elias ſhall- both reſign their offices to 


me; and my people ſhall have one Prophet, one 


Lawgiver, one Mediator, and one Shepherd. They 


ſhall all be taught of their Cod, Iſa. liv. 13. Aud a 
Law fhall proceed from me, and I will make my judg- 


ment to reſt for a light to them, Iſa. li. 4. I will be 


their Day's-man, Mediator, Interceſſor, and Advo- 


cate; and they ſhall be the humble ſheep of my fold, 
under one Shepherd. They ſhall paſs from the mi- 
niſtration of death to the promiſe of everlaſting life. 
Twill deliver them from the yoke, © Do and live; 
and from the dreadful burden of © Curſed is he that 
te continueth not.” And they ſhall take my yoke upon 
D them, 
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_ them, and learn of me, who am meek and lowly; 
and find my yoke to be eaſy, and my burden light. 
« The Law and the Prophets were until John, Luke 


| *©xyi, Yea, all the Prophets and the Law propbeſied 
©« until Fohn, Matt. xi. 13. Since that time, the 


% Kingdom of Heaven is preached, and every man 
e preſſeth into it.” Luke, xvi. 16. And none ſhall 
enter into that kingdom that do not receive it as a 


little child. The ſubjects of my kingdom ſhall be 


kept by my power; none ſhall pluck them out of 
my hand, nor ſhall the gates of hell prevail againſt 
them. I vill deliver them from that anger that reſts 
in the boſom of fools, and from that envy that Nays 
the filly one. The murderer ſhall not reign and rule 


in their hearts. I will give them power to tread 


«© on ſerpents, ſcorpions, and over all the power of 
99 ITY" z and nothing ſhall by any means Ant 
«© them.“ 

Wh offever therefore fhall break one of rhe leaſt of 


theſe commandments. The Saviour having laid this, 


he goes on to ſhew what his meaning is. 
1. That whoſoever is angry with bis brother with- 


© out cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the judgment, Ver. 22. 


He ſhall be in danger of the judgment of Zion, who 


ſhould judge him unworthy of communion; or ra- 


ther, in danger of being arraigned at the bar of the 
Law, and left in bondage to o it, and to the buſer- 


| ings o Satan. 


2. Whoſoever : 
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Wy Mpoſoever all ſay unto his brother, © Raca,” 
or, „Vain, empty fellow,” fhall be in danger of the 
Council. By the Jewiſh laws, and by the counſel 
of God, it is deemed' an offence or ſcandal, and woe 
be to him thraugh whom the /candal cometh! Or, 
IV hoſoever ſaith unto his brother, © Thou fool,” ſhall 


be in danger of hell-fire, It doth not mean an idiot, 


but calling him a wicked reprobate, judging his in- 
moſt ſoul, and fixing his final doom. And he that 


thus judges, ſhall doubtleſs be Judged; for it is the 


judgment of a child of the devil. For, firſt, he 1s 
angry with his brother without a cauſe, which is 


murder. Secondly, his malice breaks out into words: 


he calls him empty and vain fellow; and then pro- 
ceeds to try his reins, and at laſt to fix him in hell. 
If thou bring thy gift before the altar, and thy 
« brother hath aught againſt thee; go and reconcile 

« thyſelf firſt to him, and then offer thy gift. The 
e ſacrifice of the wicked is an abomination; how 
e much more when he bringeth it with a wicked 
c mind!” 

It is eaſy to ſee that the Lord, in this diſcourſe, 
ſtrikes hard at the Jewiſh Scribes and Phariſees. 
This appears plain, y the gift, or free-will offering, 
being left at the altar, till the offerer had reconciled 
Himſelf to his brother; which altar and offerings the 


ſaints are delivered from. And terribly muſt this 


diſcourſe have cut thoſe who were ſo deſperately 
angry and envious at Chriſt and his followers, who, 


39 | according 
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according to the fleſh, were their brethren. And 
they were angry without a cauſe; and had not only 
called them Raca, and Fools, but they judged them. 
They called the Lord a Fellow, and a Deceiver; yea, 
Beelzebub, And curſed all his followers: This people, 
that know not the Law, are accurſed. Yea, they caſt 
them out, excommunicated them, reprobated them, 
and paſſed the curſe of the Law on them. 

24ly, The Lord here handles the Law lawfully; 
and ſhews the ſpiritual meaning of it, it's unfathom- 
able reach to the inmoſt ſoul, and it's unlimited 
demands; ſo as to make every ſenſible ſinner for ever 
deſpair of help from it, or any ſalvation by it. He 
doth not dreſs it up as an evangelized Covenant, nor 
call it the believer's only Rule of Life; but tells the 
ſinner, that a mouthful of malice ſpit at a fellow- 
creature, does by this Law expoſe a man to the 
danger of hell-fire. EL 
34ly, The Saviour ſtrikes hard, in this diſcourſe, at 
the hypocrite alſo, who gets into the church before 
his firſt huſband be dead. This appears from the 
breakers of theſe commandments being called leaſt 
in the kingdom of heaven. If they were not in the 
church, they could not be ſaid to be in the kingdom 
of heaven at all. Theſe tares getting among the 
wheat, are the children of the wicked one getting 
among the children of the kingdom; and being in 
bondage to the Law, which worketh wrath, and deſti- 
tute of ſaving grace, they are the moſt deſperate at 
N no 
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the grace, gifts, happineſs, uſefulneſs, and pure 
doctrine, of God's faithful ones. And that theſe 


men are deſtitute of the Spirit, is plain from their 


cauſeleſs anger, hatred, and unrighteous judgment. 
And that they are under the Law, and not under 
Grace, appears plain alſo, by their being in danger 
of Hell: fire: which a juſtified ſoul, in a ſtate of grace, 
is not; for Chriſt ſays, he ſhall never come into con- 
demnation; yea, he ſhall never die; he hath everlaſt- 
ing life. There is no hell-fire nor condemnation to 
them which are in Chriſt Jeſus: nor is it ſin in a man 
of God to call a hypocrite, a wicked man, or an 
oppoſer of the Goſpel, a fool: Thou fool, (ſays Paul) 
« that which thou ſoweſt is not quickened except It 
ce die.” The Lord goes on 


2 have heard that it was aid, Thou ſhalt not | 


commit adultery, &c. but I ſay unto you, that whoſo- 
ever looketh on a woman, to luſt after her, hath com- 
mitted adultery with her already in bis heart. Here 


the Lord enforces the ſpirituality of the Law: that 
it reaches the ſoul and ſpirit of a man; yea, the in- 
moſt thoughts and deſires of the heart, as well as 


words and actions; and that all above yea, yea, and 


nay, nay, cometh of evil; and for every idle word, 


the linner that dies in his ſin, and under this Law, 
muſt give an account at the day of judgment. 
The Lord here ſhews the need of /alt in the corrupt 
ſpring of the human heart; for the Law is fo far 


from deſtroying luſt, that it works the more vigo- 
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rouſly by it: © Far /in taking occaſion by the com- 
te mandment, wrought in me all manner of concu- 
et giſcence; for without the Law fin was dead,” Rom. 
vii. 8,—< Yea, when we were in the fleſh, the mo- | 
« tions of fin, which are by the Law, did work in 
te our members to bring forth fruit unto death.— 
ce Therefore the ſinner muſt become dead to the 
% Law by the body of Chriſt, and be married to an- 
cc other, before he can bring forth fruit unto God.” 
Rom. vii. 4, 5. Terrible as this Law is, the Saviour 
ſent every ſelf-ſufficient enquirer to it, as his only 
Rule of Life; but he never ſent one humble ſup- 
pliant, or ſenſible ſinner, to it, during the whole of 
his miniſtry. However, the ſoul that is eſpouſed to 
Chrift ſees his old man, yea, the whole body of the. 
fins of .the fleſh, condemned in his Surety, and 
crucified in his death; and he feels the old-man put 
off when Chriſt takes poſſeſſion of the heart. A new | 
creature is formed, and the old man is dethroned. 
The will, mind, heart, and affections, are made 
loyal to Chriſt, and take part with the new man; 
while the old man, like a rebel in alliance with Satan, 
wars againſt both the believer and his grace: But 
« jt is no more I that do it,” ſays Paul, © but ſin, 
e that dwelleth in me. But my bleſſed Maſter 
goes on to preach, and his own ſervant follows him, 
to catch what he can. 
W/boſoever ſhall put awgy bis wife, PS for the | 


cauſe. of fornication, . ber to commit adultery; . 
and 
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and whoſoever ſhall marry ber that is 1 com 
mitteth adultery. Fornication 1s unlawful connec- 
tion between unmarried people. This crime, when 
committed by married perſons, 1s adultery, not for- 
nication. The ſin for the which ſuch a woman might 
be divorced, appears to have been committed previ- 
ous to her marriage. The huſband finding her not 


a virgin, and finding himſelf deceived and impoſed 


on by a vitiated perſon; in ſuch a caſe, the marriage 
ſeems to be void, according to Deut. Chap. xxii. 
And, indeed, ſuch a woman, in the ſight of God, is 
the wife of him who firſt humbled her, Deut. xxii. 29. 
though perhaps the Saviour, by fornication here, 
includes adultery alſo. However, if ſhe had been 
guilty of fornication with-one man, and afterwards 


marries another, the marriage is null and void, far 


ſhe is the wife of the firſt; man; and if ſhe com- 
mits adultery afterwards, ſhe breaks the marriage- 
bond herſelf, In ſuch caſes, and only ſuch, might 
ſhe be put away. The Lord goes on Thou ſhalt 
not ſwear—Reſfiſt not evil—Love your enemies, 
8c. &c. In all which he explains what he means by 
breaking one of theſe leaſt commandments. He that is 
angry wich his brother without cauſe; he that calls 
him vain, empty fellow; he that calls him a wicked 
reprobate ; he that has eyes full of adultery, &c.&c, 


He that breaketh the leaſt of theſe commandments 


And teacheth men ſo. What, then, ſhall we ſay 
of them, who hate the miniſters that Chriſt hath 
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ſent! and in whoſe hearts envy has reſted for 
years together! and who call them Antinomians, 
bad ſpirits, devils, bubbles of the day, and black- 
g——ds, without any juſt charge either of error or 
immorality! Is not this breaking the command- 
ments, and teaching men ſo?—Did I ever tell you, 
in the courſe of my miniſtry, that you ſhould have 
more Gods than one? that you ſhould make images, 
take the Lord's name in vain, prophane his day of 
reſt, ridicule parents, kill, ſteal, commit adultery, 
bear falſe witneſs, and covet your neighbour's goods? 
Did you ever ſee any thing of this in my practice, 
or did you ever hear any thing of it from my mouth? 
T trow not. I have enforced regeneration by the 
Spirit, as the only way to make men holy; and I 
have preached up a divorce from the Law, and 
-union with Chriſt, as the only way to make men 
fruitful, I have infiſted on a walk in the Spirit, as 
the only way for men to eſcape fulfilling the luſts of 
the fleſh. And I have urged a life under the influ- 
ence of Grace, as the only way to get diſentangled 
from the reign of ſin: and that fin ſhall have domi- 
nion only over them that are under the Law; it ſhall 
not have dominion over them that are under Grace. 
But can this be called © breaking the command- 
* ments, and teaching men ſo?” What, does the 
grace of God encourage ſin? Or is the Law againſt 
the promiſes of God? Or does this doctrine make 
yoid the Law? Nay, it is eſtabliſhed this way, and 

| | no 
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no other. Again, do you find the advocates for 
Free Grace, who are ſound in their principles, and 
experimental in their ſouls, looſe livers? Do you 
| ſee thoſe who are in the cloſeſt connection with me, 
breakers of God's commandments, and, by example, 
teachers of the ſame? Nay, ſo far from it, that if | 
you would find an ignorant, unin:ormed people; 
if a dead, ſleepy congregation; if a light, vain, 
frothy community, who are envious in their minds, 
empty in heart, and ſcandalous in life—you muſt 
look for them among thoſe who have little or no- 
thing but the Law of Moſes ſet before them. The 
Law worketh wrath, the Law makes nothing per- 
fect, but the better Hope does do it. The Haga- 
renes ſhall never beat the children of Zion at good 
works, for root and branch are both wanting. Then 
what 1s all this deſperate outcry againſt me for ?— 
Why, for this one voice that I cried among them, 
© The Law of Moſes is not the Saint's Rule of 
« Life.” For this word I am made an offender; 
and they that make it ſuch an offence, cannot bring 
one text in God's Book againſt it. Yea, farther ; 
the beſt commentators now extant, who have ad- 
vanced the Law as the Saint's Rule of Life from one 
text, have themſelves contradicted it from another, 
as plainly as calling light darkneſs, and darkneſs 
light: and though all commentators. have followed 
one another in that track, not one, that ever I have 
ſeen, has proved it from God's Book, The Maſter's 
commanding 
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commanding Will is the Bond-ſervant's Rule; it is 
the Creditor's Hand-writing, and the Debtor's 
Account-book—but the Good-will of the Father is 
the Son's Rule. Theſe are the two Covenants, 
'And what the Law requires, the Goſpel gives; and 
what Chriſt commands, he works in his ſaints by his 
Spirit to obey, and their obedience is he obedience 
of Faith, Neither juſtification, ſanctification, ſal- 
vation, hope or help, life or love, come from the 
Law, or by the Law. Miniſters of the Spirit, and 
thoſe evangelical ſervants who ſerve God in the new- 
neſs of the Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the 
Letter, are not breakers of God's commandments: 


they are delivered from the Law, and wedded to 


Chriſt, that they might bring forth fruit unto God, 
He that breaks the leaſt of theſe commands 


And teaches men ſo, ſhall be called the leaſt in the 


kingdom of heaven. He that is angry at a brother 
without cauſe; he that calls him vain fellow; he 
that calls him a wicked reprobate; he that has eyes 
full of adultery; he that ſwears; he that reſiſts evil 
with evil; he that ſmitesthe juſt ; he that, to gratify 
his malice, ſues him at the law for coat or cloak, 


&c. &c.—theſe things are breaking the command- 


ments, and by ſpeech and example they teach others 
to do the ſame. The names Antinomian, and bad 
Spirit, that have been caſt at me, are in the mouths 
of thouſands of poor ignorant ſouls, who know no 


more what they mean by ſuch names than the image 
of 
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of Jupiter that fell from the moon. And their 
hearts are filled with malice againſt me, and their 


mouths with reproach, who never heard me, but 


having learnt it from the pulpit. And woe be to 


him, and to them, through whom the offence or 
ſcandal cometh; for they that live in ſuch fins, - 


and teach men ſo, 

Shall be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven. 
By the Kingdom of Heaven, here, is meant the 
Church, or Church State. And who is this Leaſt 
perſon in the church? Not the moſt humble foul, 
who is like a little child; for he is neither a breaker 
of the commandments, nor a teacher of men ſo. 
The leaſt perſon here, in Chriſt's ſenſe of the words, 
is not a hypocritical profeſſor, but a hypocritical, 
falſe teacher: and he is leaſt eftcemed by Chriſt; a 
man of the leaſt value in the church, and one of the 
leaſt and laſt in God's account. This is the man: 
he is an impoſtor, a hypocrite, and a ſinner; and, 
as he TEACHES men ſo, he muſt be a teacher, and a 
wicked teacher too. And he ſhall be called the leaſt 


in the kingdom of heaven; and ſo he is to them to 


whom God diſcovers him, and that have light to {ee 
through him. 

T 5 Saviour, in his application, clearly ſhews, 
that his diſciples are the brethren that are hated with- 


out a cauſe; and who are called empty fellows, 


fools, and reprobates. And counſels them how to 
behave under ſuch reproach: oſocver ſhall ſmite 
thee 
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thee on the one cheek, turn to bim the other.—If he 
ſue thee at the law for thy coat, give bim thy cloak 
: alſo. If he compels thee to go a mile, go twain, If 
be aſks, give; if he will borrow, lend to him. If he 
is your enemy, love him; if be curſe you, do you bleſs 
bim; if he hate you, do good to bim; if he perſecute 
Jou, and uſe you deſpitefully „Pray. for bim THAT vr 
MAY BE THE CHILDREN OF YOUR FATHER WHICH 15 
IN HEAVEN. By children, here, is not meant repro- 
bates, for Chriſt never calls them children of his 
heavenly Father: nor does he allow them to call 
themſclves ſo, but calls them children of the devil, 
This application ſhews plain enough, that it is the 
children of God that are hated, perfveuted, and ſlan- 
dered; and that it is phariſees, hypocrites, and falſe 
teachers, that break the commandments, and teach 
men fo ; and ſuch are, and ſhall be, called the lea 
in the militant chutch, or kingdom of heaven: and 
ſure I am that ſuch are the fartheſt, of all men, 
from the triumphant church, or kingdom of glory. 
We go on— _ 
But whoſoever ſhall do [theſe commandments] 
and teach them, he ſhall be called great in # the kingdom 
55 heaven. We will enquire, t 
73x, VOmar the Saviour fays about the great ping 4 
of th Law. V 
2. What by doing theſe as, 0 
- What by teaching them. And, P 
4. In what ſenſe ſuch a Teacher may be ſaid to b 


wh . 


Firſt, 


ſt, 
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Firſt, What the Saviour ſays / about the great 
things of the Law. We will follow his advice; we 
will ſwallow the camel firſt, and ſtrain at the gnat 
afterward. The Lord Jeſus begins ; © Woe unto 


« you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites; for ye pag 


« tithe of mint, and aniſe, and cummin; and hive 


omitted the weightier matters of the Law, judg- 


&« n, mercy, and faith: theſe things ought ye to 
« have done, and not to leave the other undone. 
« Ye blind guides, which ſtrain at a gnat, and ſwal- 
© Jow a camel. Matt. xxili. 23, 24. According 
to this text, the Fan 
this, that every preacher who is deſtitute of judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith, is a carnal ſcribe, a ſelf- 


righteous phariſee, an hypocrite, and a blind guide; 


and his preaching is nothing but fly-catching, or, 


as Chriſt ſays, it is training at gnats: for the Lord 


does not ſay, that he catches the gnat. In Luke, 
xi. 42. it is thus worded: <* But woe unto you Pha- 


4 rilees, for ye tithe mint, rue, and all manner of 


« herbs; and paſs over judgment, and the love of God. 

“ Theſe things ought ye to have done. According 
to our dear Lord's preaching, judoment, mercy, faith, 
and the /ove of God, are the great things of the Law, 
which all good preachers muſt do. Theſe things 
ought ye to have done. And theſe things are to be. 
preached to others, by. them that are great in the 
kingdom. P/hoſoever ſhall do, and teach them, he, 


all be calld great in the _— of beaven. H cre, 


ve 


* 


inference to be drawn is 


4 4 
5 
7 
13 
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we ſee, as in a glaſs, who is great in the kingdom, 
and who is the hypocrite and blind guide. Now 
we will take notice | 

1. Of Judgment. 

2. Of Mercy. 

3. Of Faith. 

4. Of the love of God. For, if we are deſti- 
tute of theſe things, our profeſſion, or preaching, is 
nothing but a noiſe. = 

He that has no Fudgment, is an ignorant man, 
that knows not God: and © He that made him will 
have no mercy on him; and He that created him 
ce will ſhew him no favour.” 

He that hath not Mercy, is in a carnal, Rardebel 
ſtate. God hath mercy on whom he will, and 
. whom he will he hardeneth.” 

He that hath not Faith, is condemned already, 
« and cannot pleaſe God. The righteouſneſs of the 
* Law is not fulfilled in him,” nor one precept 
| kept by him; © for whatſoever is not of Faith, is 
« fin,” 

And he that hath not the Love of Ged, or Charity, 
in his heart, © is nothing but ſounding braſs, or a 
* tinkling cymbal.” I come to the firſt head. 

Firſt, What is Judgment? Why, in the firſt place, 
it fignifies the righteous ſentence of the Law exe- 
cuted' on the Saviour, who ſtood as man's Surety; 
by which Juſtice got Satisfaction, and the Law 
got Judgment done. © He was taken from priſon, 

« and 
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« and from judgment.” This was done, that a throne 
of grace might be erected, without any injury to 
Law or Juſtice. Jaſtice and Fudgment are the habita- 


tion of his throne; Mercy and Truth ſhall go WR 


his face. 


Secondly, Judement ſometimes ſignifies God's 
arraigning an elect ſinner at the bar of the Law, and 
appearing (according to the ſinner's views) in a 
judicial way againſt him: © He is convinced of all, 
« he is judged of all; and thus are the thoughts of 
« his heart made manifeſt ; and fo falling down on 
« his face, he will report that God is in you of a 
« truth.” Which trial ends in a fatherly chaſtiſe- 
ment, and in the ju/tification of the ſou]: But when 
« we are judged, we are chaſtened of the Lord, that 
« we ſhould not be condemned with the world.” 


Thirdly, It ſignifies the Law of Faith, or the 
Goſpel ;. which, to the believer, is the Saviour's 
judgment of him, of every body's ſtate, and of 


_ every thing in doubt about his ftate—which the 


elect ſinner receives, in which he believes, to which 
he yields his obedience; by which he is ruled, by 
which he lives, by which he walks and worſhips, 
and by which he rules all his actions. Hearken 
e unto me, my people, and give ear to me, O my 
© nation; for a Law ſhall proceed from me, and I 


© will make my judgment to reſt for a "gut of the 


5e people.“ 205 Ii, * 
Fourth, 
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Fourtbly, It ſignifies the inward and righteous 
ſentence of a perſon who knows the Scriptures, and 
the power of God; who jupoks wot according to ap- 
 pearance, but judges righteous juDcGMENT. For the 
want of which the Saviour rebuked the Jews: © Nor 
even of your own ſelves fudge ye not what is right?” 

Fifably, It ſignifies the knowledge that a ſaint has 
of God, of his word and ways, and of his own wor- 
ſhip, faith and practice; for the want of which the 
ignorant are complained of: There is no JUDG- 
* MENT in their goings.” 

Sixtbly, It ſignifies ſhewing the ſentence of Serip- 
ture, between any of God's children who may have a 
doctrine, a practice, or a wrong, in diſpute. © What, 
« 1s it ſo, that there 1s not one wiſe man among you, 
« that is able to judge between his brother? but 
ic brother goeth to law with brother, and that before 
< the unbelievers?” 

Seventhly, It fignifies the ;udicious proceedings of | 
2 Juſt Judge, who has his eye to God and to juſtice, 
and accepts no man's perſon in judgment. For the 
want of which integrity God complains: © How 
long will ye judge unjuſtly, and accept the per- 
ce ſons of the 9 ? Ye ſhall be deſtroyed, every 
< one of you.” Hence wrong JUDGMENT Proceed- 
eth. By this firſt weighty matter, of the Law, the 
Saviour ſhews, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, that when the 
ſinner's mouth is ſtopped, himſelf brought in guilty : 


before God by the Law, and he is juſtified by faith 
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in his Surety” s righteouſneſs; that the righteouſneſs | 
of the Law is fulfilled in him, and that all other 
branches of righteouſneſs ſpring from hence: which 
is, in effect, telling us, that whatſoever is not of faith 
is ſin; and that he that believes nat ſhall be damned, 
be who he may, or do what he will.———I come to 
the ſecond. general head, or veighty ee of 
the Law, which i- | 
Mero. Mercy, here, is FR fo 0 FRED that 
all good to men, all good in men, all good by men, 
and all good from men, is owing to the ſovereign 
clemency of Heaven. Mercy is a perfection, or * 
attribute, of God, which in a way of providence, 
or in a way of grace, is exerciſed ver all his works, 
Sometimes it ſignifies God's kind providence: **God 
« give you mercy,” lays ] acob to his ſons, '* before the 
« may.” Gen, xliii, 14. And again, Abraham's 
ſervant obſerves it, in his ſucceſs of taking Rebekah 


to Iſaac: God hath not left deſtitute my maſter of 


his mercy.” Gen, xxiv. 27. But, in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, God ſhews it in the gift of his Son, and in the 


pardon of fins: * God hath raiſed us up a hem e 


. « ſalvation, in the remembranice of his mercy, (Luke, 
00 1. 5. Y1 to give the knowledge of ſalvation, by the 
« remiſſion of ſins, through the tender mercies of 
<.our God.” Luke i. Kxvii. 78. Deliverance from 


the curſe of the Law, from the power of ſin, and 


from the precept, Do, and live, and all this by the 
_— of God, is called Mercy revealed: But ac- 
E | © cording 
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« cording to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing 
© of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
Tit. iii. 5. Preaching the pure Goſpel - faithfully ; 
tevealing the whole counſel of God, and not faint- 
ing in it through oppoſition, temptation, and perſe- 
cution, that may befal us in exerciſing the mercy 
(of God received) in the diſcharge of the miniſtry, 
is owing to mercy: Having obtained mercy, t0e faint 
not. Receiving courage to be faithful and ſingular 
in an apoſtate and degenerate age, is owing to the 
mercy of God: Having obtained mercy of the Lord to 
Je faithful, 1 Cor. vii. 25. This is the ſure mercies 
of David given to Chriſt, and entailed upon the 
Hhouſhold of Faith by the decree of God, which ſe- 
cures the ſalvation of all the elect; and in their 
plorification Mercy will be built up for ever. He, 
therefore, that is a ſtranger to the mercy of God in 
the gift of his Son, and to the knowledge of ſalva- 
tion, by the pardon of fin; a ſtranger to regenera- 
tion, by the gift of the Spirit; is a ſtranger to, and 
deſtitute of, this. weighty matter of the Latv. He is 
in his ſin, a wicked man, and the tender mercies of 
the wicked are cruel, therefore little worth. Such 2 
man ſees not the End of the Law, that it was in- 
tended to train a ſinner up to mercy, and to ſhew him 
' the'need of mercy. And he 1s a ſtranger to the door 
of hope that God threw open by Moſes,” when he 
prophefied of Chrift, and ſaid, God will be merciful 
to whom he will be merciful. I go to the next * 
ꝛcx rement, which 1 Ih 15 
Faith. 


% 
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Faith, For although the Law is not of Faith, 
nor Faith of the Law, yet the word of Faith, and 
the righteouſneſs of Faith, are witneſſed both by the 
Law and the Prophets. Beſides, the whole Old 
Teſtament is often included in the word Law e 
% But this cometh to paſs, that it might be fulfilled 
e that is written in their Law, They hated me-with= 
© out a cauſe.” Which words ſtand-in the Pſalms; 
and in which it appears plain .that Jeſus himſelf is 
one of the brethren. that the Phariſees were angry 
with without cauſe. Furthermore, the Lord bring 
in Faith as a weighty matter of the Law, becauſe 
the righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in them that 
believe, and without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe | 
God; and becauſe Faith goes before Love, and al- 
ways works by it: which Love is the fulfilling of 
the Law; for it is the grand hinge upon which 
hang all the. Law and the Prophets, and without 
which no works can be performed but dead works, 
no obedience can be given to God, nothing but the 
eye · ſervice of a bond ſlave. Faith is a bleſſed fruit 
of the Spirit, and is produced under bis operation. 
1 generally lays a faſt hold of the Law and the 

Juſtice of God firſt; and the ſinner believes that he 
is the character deſcribed and condemned by the 

Law: he views it and feels it in all it's ſpiritual 

meaning, and dreadful conſequences : . «7 have, be- 
believed thy. commandments,” ſays the Pſalmiſt. He 
believes, and trembles, and calls upon God i in his 
| RS trouble: 


e TI MORAL LAW Nor INJURED By 
trouble: and © he that comes to God, muſt believe 
ec that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
et ſeek him.“ God, by faith, leads the finner from 
death in the Rang! to life in Chriſt: 4 None can 
© come to me, except my Father draw them.” 
Faith deals with Chriſt's blood for pardon, righte- 
ouſneſs, and peace; and makes application of it: 
Faith mixes it's power with the word, and brings 
the promiſes home. Faith is a looking to Jeſus for 
every needful help, and a going out of ſelf to the 
Saviour's fulneſs to fetch it in. It is by the hand 
of Faith that all our ſpirtval proviſions are brought 
in. And it is by the affrrance of Faith that the 
ſtrong chriſtian finds himſelf confirmed and ſeated : | 
cc After that ye believed, ye were fealed with the 
<« holy Spirit of promiſe:” under which impreſſion 
comfortable Are of aſſurance (touching one's 
perſonal intereſt in Chriſt) is enjoyed. Which 
leads me to the next werghty requirement of the n 
which 1 C7 +, 

Tove. The ſovereign and everlaſting love of 
. God is the grand ſpring- head, or fountain, from 
which every ſtream of mercy flows; and Chrift 
crucified is the only medium or channel through 
which every ſlream flows. There is no love to God 
for his holineſs, purity, or beauty, as ſome talk. 
No appearance, or view of God, will ever draw lore 
to him from. a carnal heart, that is enmity againſt 
him. It is God's . us, ſhed abroad in the 
| heart 
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heart by the Holy Ghoſt, that draws the heart to 
love God. Not that we loved God, but that he 
« firſt loved us.—We love him, becauſe he firſt 
ce loved us.” This love, in the enjoyment of it, 
always follows pardon of ſin. I love the Lord, 
te becauſe he hath forgiven the iniquity of my ſin.— 
« Mary's fins are many, and they are forgiven, and 
« ſhe loveth much.—And where little is forgiven; 
« the ſame loveth little.“ This love will teach us 
to love all them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity and in truth, and one's neighbour as one's 
ſelf; for anger can never reſt in a heart bleſſed with 
the enjoyment of everlaſting love; and he that walks 
in love, as Chriſt hath loved us, walls by faith, 
and ix all the commandments of the Lord, blameleſs. 
We have ſeen what the Saviour means by the leaſt 
commandments, and what he means by the 2weightiev . 
matters of the Law; and he that doeth and 
Teacheth them, ſhall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. He that doeth them; he who is a righte- 
ous, or juſtified perſon ; ; whoſe judgment is paſſed ; 
who hath judgment of the goodneſs of his own ſtate 
who has a good Judgment of God's ways, of God's 
word, and of men's hearts; and who is capable of 
judging between truth and error, right and wrong, 
and between man and man; and preaches ſo. 

He that hath obtained covenant merey of the 
Lord, and preaches the ſure mercies of David; be- 


ing merciful to the bodies and ſouls of men, as God 


11s merciful, 
E 3 He 
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He that has faith in his heart, and preaches the 

faith as it was once delivered to the ſaints; who holds 

the myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience, and deals 
it out from thence. 

Fe that has the love of God ſhed abroad in FI 

oy heart, and preaches it in all it's branches; the 
| manifeſtation of it in the death of Chriſt; the reve- 
lation of it by the Spirits the effects of it, pardon 
and peace. 

He that is not angry with his brother wa. 
adi he that is ſaved and kept from uncleanneſs ; E 
he that reſiſts not evil with evil; and he that gives 
his cloak to them that ſue him at law for his:coat— 

this is the man, and no other, that doth the com. 
' mandments, aud teaches them, And he © 

Shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
He is a true, real, genuine, and loyal ſubject, of the 
kingdom of Heaven; he is not in bondage to the 
Law, to Sin, nor to Satan; he is redeemed, juſtified, 
and ſaved; the myſteries of the kingdom are with 
him; the kingdom of Grace is in him; and he is 
an heir of the Landen of en before him, ang 
halt be -- -_ .. 

Called GREAT in the 3 of Heaven. He 
acknowledges himſelf a great ſinner, and tells others 

what great. things God has done for him. Great 

grace is upon him, and ce he is a good ſteward of the 

„ manifold grace of God. He is ſaved with a 

: great ſalvation, and it is an unconditional ſalvation 

that 
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that he preaches. He is a man of God, a mouth 
for God, and an ambaſſador ſent from God. He is 
an evangeliſt, and does the work of one. He is a 
good ſteward, and 1s found faithful, He is a mi- 
niſter of the Spirit, and makes full proof of his 
miniſtry, by ſtopping the mouths of gainſayers, by 
cutting up elect finners, and by ſteering a courſe 
that God owns and honours.. In ſhort, he is an able 
miniſter of the New Teſtament, and ſhall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven by all thoſe who 
know wherein true greatneſs conliſts. W hich leads 
me to the laſt verſe of my text— - 

For 1 ſay unto you, that except your eee 
Hall exceed the ri ighteouſneſs f the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
There have been ſix or ſeven Diſcourſes lately de- 
livered from this text by different Miniſters; and 

they all agree in this, that the rigbteouſugſs of Chriſt 
is neither intended, nor included in os text; which 
is a point that I intend to examine. By enteting 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, theſe age! are 
meant. 

Firſt, Taking hs veil of ignorance from the 
underſtanding, and enlightening the mind into the 

myſteries of the kingdom; which is leading the ſoul 
out of darkneſs into marvellous light. | | 

Secondly, It is leading a ſoul out of bondage. into 
liberty; out of a condemned into a juſtified ſtate; 
Qut of a ſtare of enmity into a ſtate of reconcilia- 


"OY - he. 
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tion; out of a ſtate of fin into a ſtate of grace; out 
of a ſtate of alienation into a ſtate of friendſhip; out 
of a ſtate of legal labour i into a ſtate of reſt: which 
is called tranſlating the finner out of the kingdom of 
Satan into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 

Thirdly, The Saviour's introducing his. Elect, 
body and ſou], into the glories of Heaven, is called 
6 an abundant entrance into the everlaſting king- 
ec dom' of our Lord and Saviour . e fl 
2 Pet. i. 10, 11. 

Bur then, what righteouſneſs i is this that can pro- 
cure ſuch an entrance? Paul's mind was enlightened 
into the myſteries of the kingdom, as ſoon as the 
Lord fhined upon bim, and into his heart: and he. 
entered into a ſtate of grace, or into the kingdom 
of heaven, as ſoon as he argſe, and received the Holy 
Gbeſt. But what righteouſneſs had he got, to pro- 
cure, or pave the way for, ſuch an entrance? Paul 
was a Phariſee, we know: but it could not be his 
phariſaical righteouſneſs that procured his entrance; 
for the text ſays, it muſt exceed the righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees. And, I think, it-could 
not be the malice and murder of his heart, nor his 
bloody commiſſion, nor the death-warrants that he 
had in his pocket. -The righteouſneſs in the text 


ils obedience to the Law, which the Phariſees boaſted 


of, and in which the child of God mult exceed the 
Phariſee. It muſt be either the ſinner's obedience; 
or "Ow: obedience of the Surety, that procures an 

41 | entrance 
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entrance here; for the unrighteous cannot enter the 
kingdom. But Paul, though one. of. the ſtricteſt 
| ſet of the Phariſees, had no righteouſneſs to procure 
an entrance here; it profited him nothing in this 
caſe : I will declare thy righteouſneſs, and thy works, 
for they ſhall not profit thee, Iſa. lvii. 12. The ſup- 
plicating publican, and Mary Magdalen, both 
entered the kingdom of heaven, but not by their 
ov n righteouſneſs. No righteouſneſs but the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed, can procure an entrance, 
either into the knowledge of God, or into a ſtate of 
grace, which ſtands in righteouſneſs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt; into all which the ſinner 
enters by faith 1 in Chriſt alone. 

Nor can I think that any righteouſneſs, but that 
of the Saviour, can procure an entrance into glory : 
not Paul's righteouſneſs, for that (he ſays) is dung 
and droſs; nor Zion's righteouſneſs, for that is J/thy 
rags; nor the righteouſneſs of Peter, James, and 
John, for in many things they all offended. Aud ſure 
| am, that an imperfect righreouſneſs can never pave 
the way, either into God's favour, or into his preſence. 
The thief went from the croſs to Paradiſe ; but his 
prayer, his confeſſion of Chriſt, his rebuking his 
fellow thief, and confeſſing the juſtneſs of his pu- 
niſhment, is no part of obedience to the Moral Law, 
which is the Rule of Righteouſneſs; and Chriſt's 
obedience” to that Rule, is the Righteouſneſs 
meant in my text, in which Paul hoped to be 


found when he ſhould enger the kingdom of 
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glory: as it is written, And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the Lato; 
but that which is through the faith of Chrift, the 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, Phil. iii. g. 
This is the righteouſneſs that God imputed to Paul's 
faith, and by which he entered into the kingdom of 
grace; and in this he hoped to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven itlelf ; For we, through the Spirit, 
- & wait for the hope of righteouſneſs by faith,” (Gal, 
v. 5.) which alone can anſwer for us in that day, 
No creature righteouſneſs, no imperfect righteouſ- 
nefs, no inherent righteouſneſs, can ever admit a 
man into the kingdom of grace, or into the kingdom 
of glory. No righteouſneſs but Chriſt's ſpotleſs 
obedience to the Law, imputed by God to the inner, 
can ever give him right or title, procure an entrance 
or admiſſjon into grace or glory. 

But you you will ſay, There is one word in the 
* text which you overlook, the word your : Except 
© your. righteouſneſs ſhall' exceed,” &c, 

N What God freely beſtows on us, becomes 
ours: © We receive the abundance of grace, and the 
gift of righteouſneſs,” Rom. v. 17. And God, 
who gives this righteouſneſs to us, calls it ours: 
« This is the heritage of the ſervants of the Lord, 
de and 4beir righteouſneſs is of me, faith the Lord.” 
La. live 17. © Fhey have no righteouſneſs but what 
« js of me,” ſaith the Lord; and that is an imputed 


- one, freely given, and e heſtowed. And Chriſt 
| | himſelf 
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himſelf ſhews this plainly in the chapter out of which 
my text is taken; and that any man may clearly ſee 
that ever was enlightened at all. Bleſſed (ſaith Chriſt) 
are they which do hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
for they ſhall be filled. Which ſhews three things. 

I,, That theſe poor ſouls had no righteouſneſs of 
their own; feeling which made them hunger and 
thirſt. | 

Secondly, The righteouſneſs there meant comes by 
promiſe: They ſhall be filled... 

Thirdly, That ENG muſt be perfect and 
compleat, anſwering every demand of law and juſ- 
tice : and every end and expectation of the diſtreſſed 
ſinner ; ſuch as, delivering him from guilt and wrath, 
fear and torment, death and damnation, And it muſt 
procure God's favour here, and ſecure glory hereafter, 
_ otherwiſe the ſinner never can be ſatisfied, much leſs 
filled with it, This is the righteouſneſs meant in my 
text, that far enough exceeds the righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, And this righteouſneſs 
gives right and title to the kingdom: ⸗ For Chriſt 
« is made of God unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
e ſanctification, and redemption.” No other righte- 
ouſneſs, reader, ſhall ever admit any ſoul living, 
either into the kingdom of grace, or the kingdom 
of glory. In this raiment of needle-work ſhall the 
© Church be brought unto the King, and ſhall enter 
ce into the King's palace; and they that are not 
bound in this wedding- garment ſnall be caſt into 

guter 
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outer darkneſs. Reader, © beware of the leaven of 


« the Phariſces, which is hypocrity.” 
1 come now to ſhew the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, and the © excellency of 
ce Chriſt's righteouſneſs, which 1s unto all, and 
64 upon all, that believe.“ The Scribes were 
writers and expounders of the Law and the Pro- 


phets, and pretended to very extraordinary wiſdom, 
The Phariſees were very obſervant of the leſſer 


matters of the Law, in which their ſelf-righteouſ- 


nels chiefly ſtood; and they pretended to no ſmall. 


degree of ſanity, on which account others were 


not allowed to touch the hem of their robes. The 


Scribe and the Phariſee were the two firſt, in the 


judgment of the poor and ignorant Jews, that would 


enter the kingdom of heaven; but Chriſt diſplaces 


them, and ets the Publican and the Harlot in their 
room. They walked in long robes, and were very. 
deſirous of it; they made many long prayers; they. 
6 obſerved numbers of feaſts and faſts; they loved 


greetings in the markets, and chief rooms at feaſts; 


they appeared very righteous before men, and loved 
to be called Rabbi, Rabbi; they practiſed a deal of 
waſhing of feet, hands and head, cups and platters; 


they compaſſed ſea and land to make converts, and 


ſounded a trumpet before them when they gave 
their alms; they bound grievous burdens on men's 
ſhoulders, but never touched one part of the load; 


hey got into Moſes's ſeat, to give laws, and contra- 


dicted 
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dicted in life all that they ſaid by word. They ſay, 
« and do not.” This was their righteouſneſs; and 
now you ſhall ſee their zeal in defence of it. They 
were deſperate enemies to the power of godlineſs, 
the truth of the Goſpel, and the wiſdom that comes 
from above. They were implacable oppoſers of 
Antinomians, Bad Spirits, and all that were not 
the profeſſed diſciples of Moſes. They ridiculed 
the God of heaven, calling him Beelzebub; they 
curſed the objects of his choice, blaſphemed the 
Holy Ghoſt, and required a ſign from Heaven. 
They traduced Paul as prophaning the Temple, 
and giving licence to fin, by preaching up evil 
that good might come; and with teaching people 
to forſake Moſes, with being a Heretick, a turner 
of the world upſide down, a mover of ſedition, and a 
ringleader of the ſect of the Nazarenes: Rut after 
e the way which they called Hereſy, ſo worſhipped 
* Paul the God of his fathers.” They oppoſed the 
Apoſtles” in every city, in every town, in every 
ſynagogue, and in every houſe, with the doctrine of 
the Law as the only Rule of Life Except ve 
« be circumciſed and keep the Law of Moſes, ye 
cannot be ſaved.” They came in privily to ſpy 
out the ſaints liberty, that they might bring them 
into bondage. They oppoſed the Goſpel, rent 
their cloaths, caſt duſt into the air, gnaſhed their 
teeth at the ſaints, reſiſted and blaſphemed, and 
abuſed the name of the Saviour upon madmen and 
deyi Is; and all this 1 in zeal for the Law, for purity, 
| | and 
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and for inherent holineſs. They went about to 


eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, as thoſe do who 
exclude the righteouſneſs of Chriſt from my text; 
and ſo ſtumbled at the Rock of ages, were broken 
off by unbelief, and ſcattered into all winds, and 


remain to this day without a King, without a Prieft, 


without a Prophet, without an Ephod, without a 
Teraphim, and without a Sacrifice. And all that 


they got by their religion, and for their pretended 


zeaFfor the Law, was the deſtruction of themſelves, 
as a church, ſtate, and nation; and, what is more 
dreadful, they imprecated and procured the inno- 
cent blood of Chriſt and the curſe of Heaven upon 
their own offspring, from age to age, yea, to more 
than 7wenty generations. But I have no call to go 
any farther in deſcribing a Phariſee, for the Church 
of Chriſt ſwarms alive with them; and in this glaſs 
the Reader, if he has any eyes, may ſee his hundreds, 
if not his thouſands. | | bak) 97 

Hut the righteouſneſs of the Saints far enough ex- 
ceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes: For they 
c receive the bleſſing: from the Lord, and righte- 


; ; cc ouſneſs from the God of their ſalvation,” This is 
<« the generation of them that ſeek him, that ſeek 


ce thy face, O God of Jacob.“ P/alm xxiv. 5, 6. 
The righteouſneſs that God beftows on his ſaints is a 
divine, a perfect, and an everlaſting one; and with- 


out a perfect righteouſneſs. no ſoul can ſtand in 


Ged's preſence, or find acceſs to him in this world: 


— __ & 2 1 - oh 
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for, if we have acceſs with confidence, it is by the 
faith of Chriſt; and if we enter heaven, and ſee 
God's face with acceptance in the world to come, 
it is becauſe we are made righteous in our Elder 
Brother, and hold the truth as it is in him. * Open 
«© the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth 
ce the truth may enter in.“ Jai. xxvi. 2. This is 
the wiſdom of God, and the glory of the ſaints; the 
other is the invention of men, and the ſnare of fools: 
But c their rock is not as our Rock, our enemies them 
ſelves being judges.“ So] preach, and ſo you be- 
| lieve; and neither ſuch preaching, nor ſuch believ- 
g, ſhall ever be in vain in the Lord. 

e have ſeen what the Redeemer ys of the 
weighty matters of the Law; which is the firſt 
table, and which reſpects God: and we find thoſe 
things are wrought in all the ſaints. 1 

We have ſeen, likewiſe, the /e/er matters, or hs 
leaſt commandments ; which are the ſecond table, 
and reſpect brethren and neighbours: and we find 
that they are the Phariſees in heart, and the falſe 
Preachers in the church, who break them; and that 
they are broken by thoſe who hate, ſlander, cenſure, 
and condemn, the children of God under which 
we are exhorted to be patient and ſubmiſſive, that 
we may appear to be the children of our Father 
which is in heaven, who ſuffers as much diſhonour 
from their neglecting the weighty matters of the 
Law, as we do by dun ne the leaſt command- 

„ment 
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ments in hating and reviling us. But does the 
Phariſee and hypocrite's breaking the command- 
ments entail the name of an Antinomian and a 
Devil upon thoſe who have the righteouſneſs of the 
Law fulfilled in them, and who walk not after the 
fleſh, but after the Spirit? Does their expoſing 
themſelves to the juſt judgment of God, for con- 
demning the juſt, bring a yoke of bondage on them 
that are made free by. the Holy Ghoſt? Or, what 
Chriſt applies to the Phariſees and hypocrites, can 
it be faſtened on thoſe whom he hath formed for 
himſelf, and to whom be will never impute fn? Or 
can it be thought that they are the perſons that are 
in danger of bell: fre, whom Chriſt himſelf declares, 
ſhall never come into condemnation Ee: 

Does the Saviour's telling us that the believer 
' paſſes from death unto life, imply that the believer 
is under the miniſtration. of death as his Rule of 
Life? Or, does his telling us to take his yoke upon 
us, which is eaſy, imply that the yoke of bondage, 
which neither we nor our fathers were able to bear, 
is to be added to it? Does the Lord's telling me to 
abide in him, imply that I am to go to Moſes? Or, 
does his affirming that thoſe who abide in him bring 
forth much fruit, _— that nothing but hoentiouF- 
neſs is intended 8 

Can any man ſeparate the W of the Law 
from the ſentence? Is the Law divided? Can any 


5 man bring my neck under the MI of the precep?, 
| and 


THE EVERLASTING Cope. Yr 


and keep my ſoul from the cur/e? No; he that is 
under the precept, is under the ſentence: They 
« that are of the works. of the Law, are under the 
« curſe of the Law.” And they who go to the 
Law for juſtification, in any ſenſe, or even to be 
made perfect, Chriſt ſhall profit them nothing. 
God has made a new covenant with his people: 
not according to the old; that was written by his 
finger on tables of ſtone; this, by the Spirit, on the 
tables of the heart - that was the Law of Works; 
this is the Law of Faith, Truth, and Liberty; and 
ſurely ſuch a ſoul is not without Law to God. The 
Law of Faith is written on the believer's heart, and 
with the mind he ſerves the Law of God. The 
Law of the Spirit of Life is in Chriſt, and he is 
under that Law to Chriſt. It is the Law of the 
Spirit of Life in Chriſt that frees him from the Law 
of Sin and Death: ſuch an one is not under the 
Law, but under Grace; not under the Law of 
Works in the hand of Chriſt, (for that cannot be 
proved) but under the Law of the Spirit of Life in 
Chriſt. And ſuch men are the moſt pure, the 

moſt happy, and the moſt uſeful men, in the church; 
and their followers are the moſt bright and fruitful 
in the world, and the moſt evangelical worſhippers 
of God. They are manifeſtly declared to be the 
2 Epiſtles of Chriſt, miniſtred (fays Paul) by us: 
« written, not with ink, but with the Spirit of the 
"0 * God; not on tables of ſtone, but on the 
F | « fleſhlp 


father it upon the Holy Ghoſt; he is the Author of 
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ce fleſhly tables of the heart. God hath made us 
& able miniſters of the New Teſtament; not of the 
<« Letter, but of the Spirit: for the Letter killeth, 
te but the Spirit giveth life. But if the miniſtra- 
te tion of death, written and engraven on ſtones, 
« was glorious, ſo that the children of Iſrael could 
© not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of Moſes, for the 
« glory of his countenance, which glory was to 
tc be done away; how ſhall not the miniſtration of 
te the Spirit be rather glorious? For, if the mini- 
te ſtration of condemnation be glory, much more 


e doth the miniſtration of righteouſneſs exceed in 


& plory. For if that which is done away was glo- 


„ rious, much more that which remaineth is glo- 


6 rious. Seeing, then, that we have ſuch hope, we 
« uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech: and not as Moſes, | 
«© who put a veil over his face, that the children of 
tc Iſrael could not wh ag look to the end of chat 


« which is ABOLISHED.” 2 Cor. chap. iii. 


Let our opponents tell us what that Law is which 
was engraven on tables of ſtone; and let them prove 
it to be the Ceremonial Law, if they can. Then 
let them ſhew who thoſe precious ſouls, called living 
Epiſtles, are; and then let them prove that Paul's 
twice aſſerting that the miniſtration of death, en- 
graven on ſtones, being DONE AWAY and ABO- 
LISHED, means that the Law is their only Rule of 
Life. And, if this be Antinomianiſm, let them 


the 


8 4 
the Scriptures; for holy men ſpoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 1 

« Why, then, you will ſay, © what is become — 
cc of the Law with reſpect to the ſaint of God?“ 
Paul tells you“ Blotting out the hand-writing of 
c ordinances that was againſt us, which was con?n £ 
« trary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing iet 
« to his croſs.” Col. ii. 14. But, then, what Law 1 
is that which is againſt us?—The Law that works 
wrath, and curſes us, muſt be, I think, the moſt | 
againſt us,—And what Law is that, the Ceremonial 
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Law ?-— Nay,” faith Paul, © it is the Law en- = 
ce praven on tables of ſtone that miniſtreth death.“. 
And what Law is that which is contrary to us ?— "= 


Why,“ ſay you, © the Ceremonial Law.” No; 
for that was ſo far from being contrary to the Jews, | 
that they liked it. * Offer a ſacrifice of thanks 
18 1 giving with leaven, and proclaim and publiſh 
& the free-will offerings: for this LIKzTH you, O 
pos children of Iſrael, ſaith the Lord.” Amos, iv. 
4, 5. And who was Paul writing to, when he told ® ,. 1 
the people that the Hand- writing was blotted out? 1 
Why, he was writing to the Gentile believers at * 4 fi 
Coloſſe, who had felt the force of the Moral Law =_— 
as their account or debt-book opened againſt tem. 4 
Had Paul meant the Ceremonial Law, they would 9 
not have well underſtood him; for the Ceremonial 


1 ; 

Law was never given to the Gentiles : but the Moral 1 bh 
Law was written on all their hearts, and was their Ml 
TE gebt- 2 
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debt- book, 3. a hand- writing againſt them; and 
ſo they will find who die under it, whether Jew or 
Gentile. He that fins in the Law, ſhall be 
, judged by the Law; and he that fins againſt the 
e ] aw in his conſcience, ſhall be a law to himſelf, 
* and periſh by the ſame. I conelude, the Law is 
the ſaint's firſt huſband and ſchoolmaſter; and it is 
the bond-ſervant's only rule: but © thoſe that · are 
« jn Chriſt have crucified the fleſh, with the affec || 
4 tions and lufts; and againſt ſuch there is no Law.“ 
I conclude with infiſting, that tha? righteouſneſs 
which ſhall filence every accuſer at the bar of God, 
and give 2 title to heaven, is an imputed one. No 
e weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper: | 
© and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee in | 
* judgment, thou ſhalt conderan. This is the 
4 heritage of the ſeryants of the Lord, and their | 
« righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord. Lai. liv, 
17. I Have no doubt but our opponents will be 
found i in that which they deſcribe: but God grant; ; ; 
for Chriſt's ſake, that we may be found in 8 
"TS AMEN. * bf ty 
1 I add no more. 13 N 95 . 5 8 on: 


